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Named and claimed by God 
 

 

Epiphany is the name given to the weeks that follow the visit of the Magi to 

Bethlehem.  During this time the church ponders who Jesus is and what is his mission.  

The word epiphany means “manifestation” or “revelation” and the Baptism of Jesus, 

which we celebrate today exposes another facet of Jesus’ life and vocation.  As the 

weeks from here to the beginning of Lent continue to unfold, we shall see more and 

more clearly what it means that he received the gift of the Holy Spirit and is named as 

the Beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased.  It is no accident that Luke says 

Jesus was about thirty when this happened, and after this “he began his work”. [Lk 

3:23]  The Baptism of Jesus is the launch of his ministry and mission in the world as 

one named and claimed by God, for us. 

 

All of the Gospels deal with the Baptism of Jesus, but in slightly different ways.  It is 

no surprise John the Baptist appears in these texts but he is not there because he is the 

famous Baptiser of Jesus, or because as Baptiser he was greater than Jesus.  All the 

Gospels have John present for the sole purpose of making it clear he is not the 

Messiah.  We hear this in John’s preaching and it is revealed in the way the 

Evangelists deal with the text.   

 

Luke creates an even bigger gap between Jesus and John by interjecting what is 

usually taken as information from a later stage of the story, that John was put in 

prison.  In Luke Jesus is not acted upon by John and the lack of a conversation 

between the two in the water, such as we find in Matthew, removes any sense that 

Jesus came to the Jordan because he needed the righteousness Baptism by John would 

bring.  Instead we see Jesus at prayer, a favourite context of Luke’s and then “heaven 

was opened” the Spirit descended, and we are privy to the declaration that he is 

named and claimed by God.  

 

Luke loves to make spiritual things physical, and the idea of the Spirit appearing like 

a dove is typical of him, and is evocative of other biblical stories.  At the creation the 

Spirit hovered over the waters, and then God spoke a creative word; in the days of 

Noah, the dove returned to the ark, and humanity made a new beginning in the grace 

of God.  Instead of a conversation between Jesus and John the presence of the Spirit, 

shaped like a dove opens the conversation between God and Jesus, which shows that 

through his presence at Jordan a creative new opportunity is being offered to the 

world.  At the Jordan, as in the past, there was water, a bird and there was a new 

beginning.  At the Jordan one of us is found to be precious in God’s sight.  The 

creative mercy of God is at work in the world to offer its transforming power to the 

people of earth.  



The prophecy of Isaiah read today is an oracle of Salvation directed to the people in 

exile.  At the point of their deepest humiliation the prophet declares a change has 

taken place and a new day is dawning.  The people are being given back their land 

and their life: Do not fear, I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine.  God once spoke to Abraham and Moses by name to call into life a people to be 

a godly sign and a means of blessing in the world.   And here God speaks to this 

remnant, this insignificant, miserable band of uprooted men and women who are 

assured they are precious in Gods sight: they are honoured and loved.  Exile is over. 

God has turned towards them in mercy to recreate them.  

 

As we pause to remember Jesus' Baptism it is good to recall we are people of the 

water.  One ancient writer said:  “For when the water spreads over [Jesus] all water is 

cleansed for our baptism… the source is purified so that it may be a source of grace 

for [ages to come].”St Maximus of Turin. At the Jordan Jesus went before us into the 

waters, and we are here because at our own Baptism we went through the waters after 

him and have been brought into the new beginning God has given us.  When a child is 

Baptised we say ... for you Jesus Christ has come ...  And because Jesus Christ has 

come, we give ourselves to live in the gift of grace he has brought, and commit 

ourselves to lead others into that way of life. 

 

As we set out into this new year of activity as a congregation the good news is, we are 

here because God has turned towards us.  And just as the Baptism of Jesus was the 

launching pad for his mission and ministry in the world, today the font is open as a 

sign that Jesus’ Baptism is an opportunity for us to refresh our commitment to living 

in the relationship with God we have from him, not for our own sake, but so that 

others may be drawn to him, and come to see what we have learned: that God has 

called us all by name, and has begun to do a new thing in the world for us and all 

people. 
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