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On hating our Father and Mother and taking leave of our possessions 
 

 

The reading from Luke follows a story Jesus told about someone who gave a great dinner.  When it 

was ready he sent his servant to let the guests know, and one by one they gave excuses: one had 

bought some land, another five yoke of oxen, another had just got married.  In his anger, the host 

sent the servant into the highways and byways to gather in the poor, the crippled and the lame.  

There was still room left at the table and the servant was sent out again to compel yet more to come 

in.  The story ends with the host saying: “none of those who were first invited will taste my dinner”.  

In this context Jesus addresses the crowds with the words: “Whoever comes to me and does not hate 

father, mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 

disciple”.  Leaving aside the fact that this is Father’s day, this is a tough text.  There are some texts 

that provide comfort for the disturbed, but this text disturbs the comfortable.  One reason we 

struggle over it is the word hate.  It is a textual exaggeration that draws attention to the fact that the 

Gospel makes serious demands on us, and claims priority in all that we do.  When the call of God 

confronts us, we discover we cannot serve two masters.  Just like the people in Jesus’ previous 

story, there are choices to make: will we go the banquet or will we stay at home to try out our new 

oxen at the plough?  Will we go and inspect our new property or spend time with our new spouse?  

Jesus’ sharp words are delivered because in all he was saying and doing he was offering his 

audience an invitation to God’s feast of new life.  The invitation presented a challenge to all their 

priorities and commitments made so far.  Discipleship: committing ourselves to follow the way of 

life learned from Jesus is not just about property, although the more property/possessions we have 

the harder it is, as we know especially as we try to work our way through serious property issues in 

our congregation.  The call of to follow Christ challenges our priorities and the Cross stands as a 

challenge to every commitment we have.  That is why he Jesus is so blunt.  This is serious stuff: 

before you get into this, make an assessment of the cost.    

 

The sense that there are two ways to choose between has been right through the readings from 

Jeremiah these past weeks.  The six verbs, 4 negative, 2 positive that appeared at the end of 

Jeremiah’s call set the scene: to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build 

and to plant. The message to the people was: there would be an end.  In the face of their present 

unfaithfulness nothing would secure the community against an unthinkable crisis.  And yet 

underlying this threat there would be a new and inexplicable beginning.  These six verbs, which 

reappear in the reading for today, lead through sorrow and destruction to new life.  They illuminate 

the life of the Church, even our own congregation.  Again, last week Jeremiah held up before the 

people a choice between two things: the thing of real worth - the gracious mercy of God, and the 

cracked cisterns of our chosen substitute for the gift of grace we have been given.   



Today Jeremiah was sent to the Potters house where God: “let him hear his words.” The Potter’s 

house is not a very exalted context (it was not a Cathedral) and there is nothing more mundane than 

clay (we are made of clay).  But there, in the sensuous moulding of the Potter, the word of the Lord 

it is spelt out again.  God is a God of Judgement AND Redemption.  And God is looking for 

amendment of life in which faithfulness (discipleship) will become the priority once again.  If the 

people, represented by the pot, do not allow themselves to be shaped by the hands of the potter, they 

will be crushed and remade.  They are clay.  In God’s hands, sometime in the future they may 

appear in a new form but right now they are on knife-edge.  For them it is not a question of giving 

up oxen or fields or spouse or property.  The question was, would they allow themselves to really 

be God’s people, shaped and moulded to fulfil God’s purposes in the world.  That is, would they 

renew their faithfulness and live as God’s people, or would they not.   

 

Sadly, the verdict comes in the next verse following the reading.  The people say:  “It is no use.  We 

will follow our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubbornness of our evil will.” 

[Jer 18:12]  God is outraged:  “Does the snow of Lebanon leave the crags of Sirion?  Do the 

mountain waters run dry?...  My people have forgotten me.  They burn offerings to a delusion, they 

have stumbled in their ways.” [Jer 18:14-15].  They will be crushed and then remade in the 

Babylonian captivity.  But it does not end there.  First, the people plot against Jeremiah: “come let 

us bring charges against him, and let us not heed any of his words” [v 18].  Parallels with the Jesus 

story are all too obvious, and we know where it ends. 

 

In today’s texts Jeremiah and Jesus and bring a disturbing message.  But the irony is both cases 

contain a gracious invitation to renewal of life, because judgement and redemption go together in 

both these texts.  The question is, will the people make faithfulness to God their priority, and live in 

the amazing gift of grace this represents.  Will they risk having nothing in order to gain everything 

– that is unending fellowship with God.  Or will they keep what they have, and have everything but 

end up with nothing. 

 

As far as the people in Jeremiah and the crowds following Jesus were concerned, they did not 

deserve such an offer.  This gift came purely because of God’s commitment to them – the desire 

that they should have the opportunity to live in fellowship with the living God.  The graphic on the 

Order of Service makes the point that the gift we receive came to us because God counted the cost 

of offering us this gift.  It took all that God had.  The good news is that in the faithfulness of the Son 

God’s reign among us is begun.  And since it is God’s reign, the eternal power that defeated death, 

and all human wiles and folly, it will not be left unfinished: with God there is always going to be a 

future, even when we can’t see one for ourselves or our church. 

 

That is why the call to discipleship is a disturbing force.  It raises a question about who we will 

serve in our life.  We should not underestimate what this means, because, if we truly want to be 

people of God/followers of Christ, the choice involves the one thing that makes everything else fall 

into place.  The question is: are our hearts set on being disciples of Christ/the people of God?  That 

is the question to ask at every point – even when it involves apparently mundane things like 

deciding about cracked walls and leaning towers.  

 

*** 


