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Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Ps 25 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 
 

Peter rebuked Jesus  
 

 

And Peter took [Jesus] aside and began to rebuke him [Mark 8: 32b]. This is a 

powerful moment.  Peter rebukes Jesus!  Can we imagine such a thing?  Peter is not a 

Roman Soldier, or a rabble-rouser or a member of the Religious leadership who were 

offended by Jesus.  He is a disciple.  A follower of a teacher whose impact, at the 

point of their meeting, was so great Peter and his brother Andrew immediately left 

everything to go with him. Did this rebuke signal a leadership battle in the making?  

Did Peter have grandiose visions of his place in the world?  Or did Jesus say 

something that was so offensive to Peter, he could not hold back? 

 

Jesus and his disciples had begun the long journey to Jerusalem.  On the way he asked 

them: “who do you say that I am?”  Peter said: “You are the Messiah” – the one God 

has anointed to heal and save us.   

 

Peter was right and Jesus began to say openly to his disciples that his role as Messiah 

would cause him great suffering and bring him into conflict with the authorities.  He 

understood the political landscape.  He had read the polls and done his risk analysis.  

He would be killed.  And he said something else.  After three days he would rise 

again.   

 

What was it Peter didn’t get?  It seems he was hoping for something else from the 

Messiah.  His imagination could not encompass the idea of a Messiah who suffered.  

And his mind was probably so blanked out by what he heard first he didn’t even begin 

to take on board the message about what would happen after three days.  

 

Peter rebuked Jesus because he couldn’t handle the idea that the Messiah would 

suffer, rather than be honoured like the rulers of the world.  If Peter’s rebuke of his 

teacher seems extraordinary, Jesus’ response in rebuking Peter is shocking!  Get 

behind me Satan!  For you are setting your mind not on divine things, but human 

things.   

 

Get behind me because in rebuking his teacher Peter is no longer a follower.  He is 

standing in Jesus’ way.  …Satan because Peter’s challenge has put him on the wrong 

side of the struggle.  He is acting exactly like the tempter in the wilderness, trying to 

divert the anointed one from his goal.  That Peter is accused of having set his mind on 

human things, not divine things means he has yet to grasp that like Abraham, Jesus 

has chosen to trust that God is, and has the power to bring life where none can be 

expected.  Jesus’ commitment to faithful living translates into costly service that 

accepts suffering, and endures until it ends in death on the cross.   



The cross has become the symbol of Jesus’ way of costly, life giving service.  The 

cross tells us the truth about God and it tells us the truth about life.  It tells us that 

Jesus’ life ended in death, and from that death God brought life where none was 

expected, because God has an ongoing commitment to love us: to lead us through the 

desert to life.   

 

The Gospel proclaims that if we want to share the life Jesus offers, we take up our 

cross and follow him.  That involves allowing ourselves to be captivated by God, 

rather than becoming enslaved by what is not God.  This does not mean we have no 

other goals or aspirations in life.  It means those goals and aspirations are 

subordinated to the choices we make about our discipleship.  As St Benedict says: it 

involves us in preferring nothing whatever to Christ [RB 72], and allowing his 

choices to shape our own.  

 

All of this occurs in the context that is spelt out in the first reading about Abraham 

and Sarah, and in the second where Paul saw how God’s promise and Abraham and 

Sarah’s faith affected the Christian mission.  We live and move and have our being 

against the backdrop of an infinite horizon of grace. Faithfulness becomes possible 

because of what God gives us. 

 

How we are to understand Jesus complaint about the “sinful and adulterous 

generation” that confronted him in the people he was teaching?  He was not referring 

to sexual sins as such.  He was referring to the sort of distortions of life that happen 

when people miss the mark, as Peter did.  Or the distortion that occurs when we give 

our heart to something extra that is outside the love of God, so that the first thing is 

overshadowed by something secondary.  

 

If we are able to prefer nothing to Christ and allow his choices to shape our own, we 

have rebuked Satan and remained faithful.  The promise of God is that even though 

according to worldly standards this may seem like death to us, this will yield us 

treasure beyond compare.  We shall have God because first God seeks to have us.  

 

Years ago an elderly minister friend who used to do radio talks, rang me up to let me 

know he was doing his last one.  It was about Heaven.  He said many things in that 

talk, but the one that has stayed with me is this: “I have known God in my life, and 

you can’t have more than that”.  

 

The season of Lent is directed to facing up to the sharpness of the challenge put to us 

here.  It is for refreshing our trust in God, our discipleship and our orientation in life.  

 

Lent is for remembering that key people like Peter, and churches are capable of 

missing the mark and making distorted choices.  It happens when churches grow tired 

of the cross, remove it from their churches or replace it with other things, not just on 

the walls of the sanctuary, but in their minds.   



It happens when we look about us see that no one is interested in what we do any 

more, and let go of the promise of life that brought us here.  There is a lot of thought 

around that suggests to us that the Christian story is heading for oblivion.  But 

worldwide there is little suggestion this is so.  We may not like the version of 

Christianity that is out there, but if God is God, there will be a church in the next 

generation.  The question for us is, will we go forward faithfully, taking up our cross 

and trusting God, or will become lost in unfaith. 

 

The shadow of the cross falls on our path today.  Humanly speaking this may seem to 

be a threat to life.  But we have been gifted with seeing that the one who went to the 

Cross was raised to life for us, and brings us into the new life of God.  Because of this 

the eyes of faith can understand that the cross calls us to renew our discipleship.  To 

set our minds on divine things with fresh fervour, and points us beyond our selves, 

beyond human suffering and death to the giver of life, in whose care we live and 

move and have our being.    

 

*** 

 


