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Isaiah says:  “Here is your God.”     Is he right?   Is he mad?   Or is all just wishful 

thinking? 

“Swords beaten into ploughshares” (2:4), “The leopard shall lie down with the lamb 

….. they will no hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain” (11:6 & 9). 

We have introduced our services with these Messianic visions of Isaiah for 3 weeks in 

a row.  Today it was “The eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf 

unstopped” (35:5). 

But for Isaiah the order was reversed.  His encounter with the God who is present in 

worship is what calls him to mission.  He says: “I saw the Lord on a throne …. 

Seraphs said ‘Holy Holy Holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of his 

glory’.  The thresholds shook and the house was filled with smoke”.  That’s liturgy! 

I limped into Santiago di Compostela and attended the pilgrim mass in the great 

cathedral.  I stood, peering around a pillar, for the crowd was intense - pilgrims from 

all around the world.  After we had all received the body and blood of Christ, a choir 

of nuns, like angels, sang while the eight vergers raised the huge thurible.  As this 

huge incense pot began to swing the full length of the aisle, he organ built to a 

crescendo, and the smoke filled the whole house - and I said, “Isaiah, I know how you 

felt”.  “Here is your God”.  But can the vision translate into reality? 

In this week when the focus has been on the life and achievement of Nelson Mandela 

– that is until Holden decided to close – it is possible to see elements of Isaiah’s 

messianic vision in the overcoming of apartheid, the embracing of a multi-cultural 

society, and the lack of bitterness in the truth and reconciliation process.  Watching 

heads of state arrive for the service on Tuesday Isaiah came to mind again:  “The 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established .…  and all the nations shall stream 

into it”(2:2).  Then Barack Obama shook hands with Rory Castro!  And I wondered if 

Mandela could have inspired this spirit of reconciliation without Tutu, just as I 

wonder if Isaiah could have penned his messianic vision without that moment in the 

temple. 

There is a real presence of God, which enlivens, inspires, and is expressed in human 

form in Jesus.  The Word is made flesh.  Here, indeed, is your God. 

The presence of Christ in the Word, written and preached, is readily shared by all 

Christians, but the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist - that, sadly, is another 

matter.  If there is any one thing that inhibits the reconciling, renewing mission of the 

Church in the world, it is our inability to gather as one people around the Lord’s table.  

Christ’s work is fractured before it has begun. 



Mercifully there is a lot of work being done to address the problem.  I don’t want to 

turn this into an academic exercise, so I will just point you to a few sources. 

Thirty years ago the World Council of Churches produced what is called a 

“convergence statement” call Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry.  On page 11 it states: 

“Christ himself with all that he has accomplished for us and for all creation …. is 

present .… granting us communion with himself .… and a foretaste  of his .… final 

kingdom” (Page 11.  #6) 

Many dialogues have taken a lead from this, for example the Methodist and Roman 

Catholic Dialogue, says: “Christ, in the fullness of his being is present in the 

sacrament …. mediated through the sacred elements of bread and wine …. shed for 

the world.” (p23 #100) 

The Reformed/Catholic Dialogue puts it: “The presence is sacramental in that it is the 

concrete form which the mystery takes in the Eucharistic communion of his body and 

blood”. (Kasper page 181) 

Uniting in Worship speaks about us being re-membered in Christ, ie. re-joined to him 

as he is present with us in the action of this meal”. (page 136) 

Just this year another convergence document has appeared called “The Church: 

Towards a Common Vision”.  It emphasises that this foretaste of the kingdom to come 

impels us to go out and share Christ’s mission. (page 25 #42) 

Our Christian practise follows the pattern of Isaiah: The experience of God’s presence 

in worship is translated into reconciliation and renewal. 

As Christians, it is time for us to move beyond disputes about how Christ is present in 

the bread and wine in order to concentrate on who is the Christ who is present.  This 

was the question John the Baptist asked: “Are you the one?”  And for answer Jesus 

simply quoted Isaiah: “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, .… the deaf hear. 

All the sources I have quoted say the bread and wine not only link us with the Word 

made flesh, but also with the whole creation that the Word brought into being.  This 

means that people who realise that hurting the creation hurts the creator will be able to 

hear what the scientist are telling us more clearly than people whose gods are 

economic gain and political advantage.  Communion is an unstopping of ears. 

It is participating in the messianic vision.  When Nelson Mandela came to the 

Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Harare in 1998, and when the singing 

and the ululating and the beating of drums ceased, Pauline Webb introduced him with 

the words “Mr President, dreams do come true!”  We have witnessed evidence of that 

this week on a world scale.  Here is your God.  It is holy ground.  Words from Isaiah 

again, now in our communion service: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts, the 

whole earth is full of you glory”. (6: 3) 

And like Isaiah, the vision will bring you to personal confession and reconciliation.  

In my first parish there was a little building out in the middle of a paddock.  It had 

“Bible Christian Chapel” inscribed over the door.  In the early days two farmers fell 

into dispute that grew into a bitter feud.  Each Sunday one would show his family to 

their seat and then sit beside the aisle.  Then the other would come in, show his family 

to their seat and sit beside the aisle.  This went on for several years.  The order they 

used for communion began the invitation to the table with these words: Ye that 

purpose to come to the holy communion of the body and blood of our Saviour Christ 

must  …. Amend your lives and be in perfect charity with all men.”  One Sunday, at 



these words, one of those farmers rose in his seat, made that long and agonising 

journey all the way across the aisle, put his hand on the other’s shoulder and said, 

“Jim, this has been going on long enough.”  The other responded with a great sigh of 

relief, and together they went forward and received the body and blood of Christ.  It 

made such an impact that 80 years later the people there still spoke about it in 

whispers.  It was holy ground.  They could say with Isaiah, “Your God is here”. 


