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10th March 2017 

 

Notes and news for Yarra Yarra Congregations and Institutions 

Members of Presbytery attended the first meeting for 2017 at the Doncaster East church in 
the Manningham congregation late last month, and in a very varied agenda spent time 
considering issues which ranged from the future of presbyteries in this synod to the history 
and current experience of the Christian Church in China. If you have not had a report to 
your congregation and Church Council about the meeting, please ask your Minister or 
Representative to provide some details. If there was no one from your congregation at the 
meeting, please encourage these people and help them to understand that they are the link 
between your congregation and the wider Church. 

We continue to celebrate, and look forward to further presbytery celebrations over the next 
few weeks. These will include the induction of Bronwyn Daniels at Kew East on 7th April at 
7.30pm and the ordination of Julie Hall, to be held at 3pm on Sunday 26th March at St 
Michael’s in Melbourne. These Presbytery events are open to all, and attendance is 
encouraged. 

Please promote the issues and events listed below through your own newsletters and other 
communication channels as appropriate. There is much going on, so please take a few 
minutes to review. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS – MODERATOR 2019-2022 

The Nominating Committee for the next Moderator has invited nominations 

from Presbyteries and from individual members of the Uniting Church, and 

information has been sent separately to members of Presbytery. Church Council 

Secretaries are invited to review the information included in the latest edition of 

Crosslight, which explains the procedures available for making nominations. 

THRIVING FAMILIES 

If your church could nurture thriving families in your local area, would that 

expand your outreach and ministry? Join Mark Scandrette for an evening to 

create thriving families of belonging and becoming. Mark is an author, teacher, 

activist and coach for leaders and teams who want to create a better world from 

the inside out. Explore the practices that form disciples of Jesus, that create 

thriving families, and that nurture and sustain pioneering leaders. 

Date: Tuesday 14
th
 March, 6:30pm to 9pm 

Location: North Ringwood Uniting Church, 14 Dickson Cres, Ringwood North 

Details: ucavt.goregister.com.au/thrivingfamilies2017  
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SUICIDE AWARENESS FORUM 

The Outer Eastern Mental Health Ministry Reference Group of the Presbytery 

will present a forum at Lilydale Uniting Church on Wednesday 15
th
 March at 

7.30pm. For information contact Lionel Parrott on Tel: 9723 3447. 

EASTER IN ART 

Christina Rowntree will lead a series of two Lenten studies comparing the 

Shape of Suffering, the Stasis of Death and the Leap of Resurrection in 

historical and contemporary art works, inviting conversation and participation. 

Christina is the Artfull Faith Co-ordinator at the Centre for Theology and 

Ministry. The studies will be on Wednesdays 15
th
 and 29

th
 March 7.30–9.00 pm, 

at North Balwyn Uniting Church, 17–23 Duggan Street, North Balwyn. For 

more information please ring the office, at 03 9857 8412. 

UNITING CHURCH ADULT FELLOWSHIP (UCAF) 

The Annual Meeting of the Yarra Yarra UCAF will be held on Thursday 16
th
 

March 2017 at 2.00pm at the Presbytery Office, 415 Belmore Road, Balwyn, 

next to Koonung Heights Uniting Church, corner of Belmore Rd and Winfield 

Rd. All are invited. 

TRANSFORM CONFERENCE FOR YOUNG ADULTS 

The next UCA young adults (18–35ish) Transform Conference will be held 

from 17
th

 to 19
th
 March 2017, featuring Robyn Whitaker speaking on the theme 

“Empires, Evil, and Evangelism: thinking about discipleship and mission with 

the book of Revelation.” For more info:  www.transformgatherings.com  

STRATHDON COMMUNITY ART EXHIBITION 

Art lovers, architecture enthusiasts and aspiring artists will all find inspiration at 

this year’s Uniting AgeWell Strathdon Community Art Exhibition.  Celebrating 

its 14th year, the Forest Hill Exhibition contributes to Melbourne’s love affair 

with arts and culture.  Featuring multi-award winning artist Jo Reitze as guest 

judge and internationally renowned artists Pamela Irving - whose work feature 

in some of Melbourne’s most iconic public spaces - and It Hao Pheh as guest 

artists, the Exhibition promises to inspire and challenge our view of the world.  

The exhibition will kick off with an Opening Night Cocktail Party on Thursday, 

March 23, with canapes and drinks. All artworks are available for purchase with 

net profit going towards the Strathdon Community’s seniors lifestyle program. 

For more information visit strathdonartshow.org.au. 

FRIENDS OF THE AUBURN TOWER PRESENT A “TED TALK” WITH A 

DIFFERENCE 

Ted Baillieu, formerly Premier of Victoria and MP for Hawthorn, will chat to 

Bruce Macrae, Director of Music, Auburn Uniting Church. Bruce will invite 

Ted to reminisce about his life, pick his favourite pieces of music and explain 

the reasons behind his choice. Wine, tea, coffee and snacks will be served. All 

funds raised go towards the restoration of the heritage-listed Auburn Uniting 

Church Tower. 

WHERE:  Auburn Uniting Church Hall, Hepburn Street, Hawthorn 
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WHEN: Thursday, 30
th
 March, 8.00 pm 

COST: $30 (discounts available – see booking page)  

INFORMATION: Elizabeth Bethune, Tel 9818 2726 

BOOKINGS:  http://www.trybooking.com/255729  

NONVIOLENT INTERFAITH LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

Pace e Bene Australia invites inspiring young people to apply for a Nonviolent 

Interfaith Leadership Retreat 2017. This program is designed to cultivate 

nonviolent leadership and build capacity in people from faith based 

communities and organisations across Australia. 

Date: Sunday 2
nd

 to Friday 7
th
 April 2017 

Location: ‘Amberley’ – Edmund Rice Centre, Lower Plenty 

Applications Closing Soon: 5pm Friday 17
th
 March 

For more information: Simon Reeves, NILP Coordinator | 0408 299 981 or 

nonviolentinterfaithleadership.org 

ECUMENICAL LENTEN LECTURES 

Angela Sawyer, Dean of Students and Lecturer in Old Testament at Stirling 

Theological College, University of Divinity, will present the 2017 Richard 

McKinney Memorial Ecumenical Lectures on “Isiah: Prophet of pain, hope and 

liberation” at Ivanhoe UCA and other locations on 21
st
 and 28

th
 March and 4

th
 

April. All lectures begin at 8pm. Enquiries to Barbara Brook, Tel: 9458 1984. 

SACREDEDGE: “SPIRITUALITY IN DIVERSITY” 

This annual event will take place from 5
th
 to 7

th
 May 2017 in Queenscliff, 

Victoria. It is a unique opportunity for those on the edge, their supporters and 

those who want to learn more, to come together, celebrate and experience 

diversity. The themes for the weekend are Indigenous, Asylum 

Seekers/Refugees, LGBTI, Sustainability and Mental Health. If you would like 

to know more about this years evolving line up, you can check out our 

Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SacredEdgeFestival/, or call 

Kerrie Lingham on 0425 736 805. 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WOULD VALUE CPE TRAINING? 

There is an opportunity to participate in a CPE program at The John Paver 

Centre, under the auspices of the UCA. Programs run in this Centre are distinct 

from CPE programs in hospitals and they are able to negotiate a range of 

potential placements for ordained and lay people, including congregational and 

agency settings. The program is to be held 20
th
 June – 30

th
 August, and 

applications close 31
st
 March. In the first instance, contact Andy Calder on Tel: 

92515 489. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF LAY PREACHERS 

The conference will provide an opportunity for Lay Preachers, Candidates, 

Worship Leaders and Friends to share faith, fun, fellowship, inspiration and 

innovation! Explore Reformation 500 and us - with a panel of Lutheran, 

Catholic and Uniting Church speakers. Revel in First Century Judaism and 

Jesus with Jewish scholar Paul Forgasz. Share Bible Study and more with Dr 
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Sunny Chen. Be challenged by Dr Jenny Byrnes, currently Executive Director, 

CTM and entertained by Dr Avril Hannah-Jones' Geek Worship. It will be held 

from Friday 7
th
 July to Monday 10

th
 July, 2017 at the Centre for Theology and 

Ministry, Parkville. The conference fee is $270, including some meals; 

accommodation options are available. 

Further information and registration forms are available from Maureen Postma 

at maureenkpostma@gmail.com  or Tel: 0403 841 200 

TRANSFORMING WORSHIP — UCA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

“Transforming Worship” is a national gathering for preachers, worship leaders, 

musicians, artists, poets, and others interested in exploring the deep place of 

worship in shaping and changing our lives and our world. It will explore the 

ways in which God forms us in faith and transforms us for discipleship and 

mission. 

On 27–30
th

 July 2017, Adelaide will host the first national worship conference 

for the Uniting Church in 30 years as part of the 40th anniversary of the UCA. 

The Venue is Burnside City Uniting Church in Adelaide’s eastern suburbs. 

Overseas speakers include renowned hymnist and worships scholar Rev Dr 

Ruth Duck from Garett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in the US, Rev Dr 

Stephen Burns from the UK, Lecturer in Liturgical and Pastoral Theology at 

Melbourne’s Trinity theological College. Australian speakers include President-

Elect Dr Deidre Palmer, Rev Stu Cameron and Rev Myung Hwa Park. 

Information about the Conference is at www.transformingworship.com.au 

Online registrations are now open through the website. For more information 

contact Neryl McCallum at admin@transformingworship.com.au or Tel: 

0409096809 

VCC EMERGENCIES MINISTRY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

VCC Emergencies Ministry is a multifaith, multicultural organisation. 

Volunteers come from Christian, Buddhist, Islamic, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish, Koori 

or Maori faith communities. Our volunteers include ordained faith leaders and 

laypeople, and show compassion, maturity, and good listening skills. To 

become a volunteer with VCC Emergencies Ministry you must:  

 Be nominated and referred by your faith community leader  

 Successfully complete a Police Check & Working With Children Check  

 Successfully complete our training  

 Agree to undergo on site supervision during deployment  

For more information or to register for training check the VCC Emergencies 

Ministry web page at www.vccem.org.au/training. 

 

 

 
If you have information that you wish to have distributed through this newsletter, please ensure that 
it is submitted by the start of the month in which the item is to appear. I plan to try to send 
newsletters out in the third week, so that means if your event occurs early in the month, you will 
need to have it submitted by the start of the previous month. 

The newsletter is sent to Church Council Secretaries. If you should not be receiving it, please contact 
me at pyy.secretary@victas.uca.org.au with the name of your congregation and the name of the 
correct person. 
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