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Notes and news for Yarra Yarra Congregations and Institutions 

As usual, the newsletter contains two sections. The first has information directly related to 
Yarra Yarra Presbytery, and this is followed by information about items which may be of 
interest to your congregations.  

Please identify other items relevant to your community, and promote the issues and events 
listed below through your own newsletters and other communication channels as 
appropriate. There is much going on, so please take a few minutes to review. 

Please ensure that items for the next edition are sent in by the end of the month. 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 

Presbytery Activity 

The last few weeks have been particularly busy as all of our committees 

have been fully engaged with the work of the new year, and with a number 

of special services and the meeting of the presbytery itself. This newsletter 

is later than had been hoped, but please ensure that you pick up the 

relevant information. 

Presbytery Meetings in 2019 

This is a reminder that the remaining Presbytery meetings in 2019 will be 

held on the following Saturdays: 

25th May, 24th August and 23rd November 

Please note these dates for your local calendars, and plan to avoid clashes 

so that it is possible for Ministers and other Presbytery members to attend. 

Presbytery Celebrations – Inductions and Ordinations 

Members of Presbytery were pleased to have the opportunity to attend 

several special services. We joined in the ordination of Sarah Tomilson 

and Deborah Kottek, and at inductions for Paul Blacker, Jong Soo Park 

and Deborah Kottek. A service of commissioning was also held by the 

Anglican Church for David Moore at Kensington Christ Church. 
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Membership of Synod 2019 

Synod 2019, the fourteenth meeting of the Synod of Victoria and 

Tasmania, starts with opening worship at 7.30pm on Friday 5th July at St 

Michael’s Uniting Church, Melbourne. Synod business sessions begin on 

Saturday 6th July and run until the afternoon of Tuesday, 9th July. All 

business sessions will be held at Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Rd, 

Box Hill. 

In 2016 the Synod resolved (16.5.17)(b): ‘To request the Business 

Committee…to take seriously how the timing and scheduling of meetings 

can enable and encourage a greater diversity of voices and particularly 

the participation of young people’. As a response to this, at Synod 2017, 

generational change and the sustainability of leadership was a major focus.  

When planning for Synod 2019, the Synod meeting has been made one day 

shorter, enabling more people to be members, and it has been scheduled 

for a time when tertiary students are more likely to be able to attend. 

The Synod Business Committee and Creative Design Team have 

commissioned two short video presentations which you are encouraged to 

use as you seek Synod members.  Here are the links: 

https://vimeo.com/318356164  

https://vimeo.com/318356854  

A Call for Nominations was circulated to all Church Council Secretaries 

and members of Presbytery earlier this month, but so far the response has 

been disappointing. Please give this priority so that Yarra Yarra Presbytery 

can make the optimal use of our 72 places. 

Ecumenical Awards 

The Synod Ecumenical Award is to recognize the ecumenical initiatives, 

projects and practices of individual church members and of congregations, 

faith communities, schools or agencies, and to stimulate and encourage 

ecumenical endeavours between churches at a local level. 

The award of $500 is for an ecumenical project or event initiated by a local 

Uniting Church member, congregation, faith community, school or agency. 

Nominations for the Award need to be submitted by Friday 24th May 2019. 

Please refer to the attached letter for details. 

Building projects 

If your Church Council is contemplating a building project, it is important 

to contact the Presbytery at an early stage in the planning. Note that works 
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above $20,000 require Presbytery approval. Works to be funded by 

Property Sale Proceeds or Grants regardless of value require Synod 

approval. Works to be funded by Congregation reserves above $50,000 

also require Synod approval. Applications need to be submitted through 

the Presbytery. 

The attached two documents provide helpful advice regarding the 

engagement of a Contractor for any works on a Church property. 

Keeping Children Safe Policy Responsibilities 

The Synod has asked that the attached information be circulated to all 

congregations for use as they undertake their annual checks for compliance 

with the Synod Safe Church Policy. Please ensure that this is high on the 

agenda of your Church Council. 

KAIROS COMMUNITY INVITES PARTCIPATION 

It's now 5 years since Rob Gotch wrote to ministers in our Presbytery, inviting 

them to consider participating in a new covenanted Christian Community 

named 'Kairos'.  The Community was first constituted in a service of Word and 

Sacrament on Easter Day in 2014, and has been re-constituted annually ever 

since.  The five current members of the Community continue to value the 

monthly opportunities to gather at the Augustine Centre in Hawthorn for 

worship and mutual care, and appreciate the discipline of daily prayer.  If you 

would like to learn more about the Kairos Community, please speak to Brendan 

Byrne, Rob Gotch (9898 1097), Graeme Harrison, Craig Thompson, or visit - 

https://kairoscommunity.wordpress.com  

UCA SYNOD FAMILY CAMP 

The 2019 Family Camp will be held at Creswick from 8th to 11th March. Despite 

taking place for nearly 10 years, many families remain unaware of the annual 

Synod Family Camp. Open to families from all over the Synod, this is a great 

opportunity for connecting with, and being encouraged by, other Uniting 

Church families. In families the choices we make about how we live often 

reflect what is going on in our inner lives. What does Jesus have to say in the 

Beatitudes about this? Come and have a fun weekend with other families as we 

explore together the realms of inside out. 

More information and registration: 2019 Synod Family Camp 

TREBLE TONES CONCERT AT BORONIA ROAD 

The musical group Treble Tones will perform in a concert at Boronia Road 

Uniting Church (cnr Boronia Rd & Zeising Crt), Boronia, on Sunday 24th March 
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at 1:30pm. Enjoy a wonderful afternoon listening to this talented ladies’ choir. 

Cost is $15 per person. 

Enquiries to Tel 9762 5032 or irenesmith2@bigpond.com  

PIANO RECITAL AT AUBURN 

Friends of the Auburn Tower Inc present an inaugural piano recital on the 

Auburn Church’s Kawai piano on Sunday 31st March at 2:00pm. Internationally 

acclaimed pianist Lachlan Redd will present works from the classical to 

contemporary repertoire. 

Booking: http://trybooking.com/BAVOU  

Enquiries: execofficer@auburntowerfriends.org.au  

UCA LENTEN STUDIES FROM ILLUMINATING FAITH 

The congregation of Mark the Evangelist in North Melbourne continue to 

provide studies for the season of lent, and have this year released two new 

studies: The Spirit in the Desert and The Covenanting God Draws Near. There 

is also an order of service on St Luke's Passion Narrative for Passion Sunday or 

Good Friday. 

Enquiries: Craig Thompson, on 0408 389 751 or 

http://marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au/illuminating-faith/   

 
If you have information that you wish to have distributed through this newsletter, please ensure that 
it is submitted by the start of the month in which the item is to appear. I plan to try to send 
newsletters out in the third week, so that means if your event occurs early in the month, you will 
need to have it submitted by the start of the previous month. 

The newsletter is sent to Church Council Secretaries. If you should not be receiving it, please contact 
me at pyy.secretary@victas.uca.org.au with the name of your congregation and the name of the 
correct person. 
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