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19th March 2019 
 

Notes and news for Yarra Yarra Congregations and Institutions 

As usual, the newsletter contains two sections. The first has information directly related to 
Yarra Yarra Presbytery, and this is followed by information about items which may be of 
interest to your congregations.  

Please identify other items relevant to your community, and promote the issues and events 
listed below through your own newsletters and other communication channels as 
appropriate. There is much going on, so please take a few minutes to review. 

Please ensure that items for the next edition are sent in by the end of the month. 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 

Membership of Synod 2019 

This is a reminder that Synod 2019 will be held in Box Hill from 5th yo 9th 

July this year. Yarra Yarra Presbytery is able to appoint 72 members (26 

ordained and 36 lay), and all members of Presbytery and all Church 

Councils will have received a letter about nominations.  

Please ensure that nominations are submitted as quickly as possible. If you 

need a fresh copy of the nomination form, please contact the Secretary or 

send an email to yysynodnoms@gmail.com. 

With over 70 congregations, we hope that there will be no shortage of 

nominations. Ministers are reminded that this is an excellent way to extend 

your contacts among colleagues, and to gain an understanding of what is 

happening in the wider Synod. For members of Church Councils, the 

Synod meeting provides a helpful way to ensure that your local activities 

both contribute to and benefit from the interaction with others from similar 

areas in the life of the Church. 

Presbytery Meetings in 2019 

This is a reminder that the remaining Presbytery meetings in 2019 will be 

held on the following Saturdays: 

25th May, 24th August and 23rd November 

Please note these dates for your local calendars, and plan to avoid clashes 

so that it is possible for Ministers and other Presbytery members to attend. 
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At our last meeting there was opportunity for members to engage in a time 

of reflecting on current activities and priorities in the Presbytery, and to 

provide input which will assist in setting future objectives and strategies. 

The feedback is being analysed, and will hopefully form the basis for 

future work and reporting. 

ACTIVITY AT SWELL 

SWell is a safe, inclusive, modern expression of church for connecting, healing, 

belonging, becoming and contributing. Connected to the Habitat Congregation, 

SWell is an expression of church that takes the form of a Spirituality and 

Wellbeing Centre with a faith community at its heart and a group of 

practitioners seeing clients, run workshops as part of a program fostering 

Spiritual Formation. The SWell spirituality and wellbeing center provides a 

community for people from all walks of life who seek connection with nature, 

others, within self and beyond. Members of the community might call 

themselves spiritual but not religious, or be comfortable in a religious system 

but long for more profound lived experience. SWell provides an inclusive open 

space to learn wisdom from our heritage, explore new ideas, experience 

connection and engage in processes for spiritual formation. 

For information about Swell and the activity program they offer, contact the 

Marketing Manager, Ashley Tickell, at the Swell office on Tel 9002 4202, or 

visit http://www.swellcentre.com/  

UCAF MAY MEETING IN BLACKBURN 

The Yarra Yarra UCAF warmly invites you to join with Adult Fellowship 

members for the 2019 MAY GATHERING on Wednesday 8th May 2019 from 

10:00am to 2:30pm at The Avenue Uniting Church Blackburn. 

Speakers bringing their stories of action and wide interest include Rev. Dr. 

Mark Lawrence, General Secretary, Synod of Victoria & Tasmania, Barbara 

Carter, who will speak about the Public Advocate, Mary Mackieson, Victorian 

UCAF President, and Ann Connan. Bring your own lunch. 

Further Info: Mrs Gwenneth Fielding 9878 3013 (calls) / 0407 043 178 (text 

messages) or gef2012@bigpond.com. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF TRANSITIONAL MINISTRY COURSE AT CTM 

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry is a three-day program designed to give 

an introduction to the key concepts and practices of ministering with 

congregations and agencies in times of transition (isn’t that all of them 

nowadays?). While it is a stand-alone program, it is also the first phase of 

training that leads to being qualified as an Intentional Interim Minister. Thus, it 
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is useful for anyone in lay or ordained ministry who is dealing with change, 

transition and new opportunities, and also for those exploring a call to 

Intentional Interim Ministry. 

The FTM course will be led by Rev Sharon Hollis (UCA Moderator) and Rev 

Fran Barber (Continuing Education Coordinator) at the Centre for Theology and 

Ministry from 7th to 9th May. For information, costs and registration, visit 

https://ctm.uca.edu.au/ctm/events/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-

work-of-the-people/. 

INTERFAITH ACTIVITY IN BOROONDARA 

Kew East congregation is one of the sponsors of a month of inter-faith activities 

in Boroondara from 10th May to 9th June. Take your pick from any or all of a 

youth forum, a meal, a festival, variety of worships and a full day seminar on 

putting “Prayer into Practice”. 

For more information contact Bronwyn Daniels on 0417 383 764 or visit 

http://www.lbc.org.au/interfaith of phone 9819 7160. 

PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN FIJI 

The UCA President, Deidre Palmer, has announced the 2019 President’s 

Conference, to be held in Fiji from 13th to 17th July. The theme will be “For the 

Whole Creation” – Explore how we can grow in our Christian discipleship in 

deep conversations on creation, climate and gender justice. Speakers will 

include Rev Dr Seforosa Carroll, Rev James Bhagwan and the Bible Study 

leader will be Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski. 

Note that this conference if for all members of the Uniting Church, and is not 

limited to participation by Ministers! 

Information and registration: http://assembly.uca.org.au/presidentsconference  

 
If you have information that you wish to have distributed through this newsletter, please ensure that 
it is submitted by the start of the month in which the item is to appear. I plan to try to send 
newsletters out in the third week, so that means if your event occurs early in the month, you will 
need to have it submitted by the start of the previous month. 

The newsletter is sent to Church Council Secretaries. If you should not be receiving it, please contact 
me at pyy.secretary@victas.uca.org.au with the name of your congregation and the name of the 
correct person. 
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