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27th August 2019 
 

Notes and news for Yarra Yarra Congregations and Institutions 

As usual, the newsletter contains two sections. The first has information directly related to 
Yarra Yarra Presbytery, and this is followed by information about items which may be of 
interest to your congregations.  

Please identify other items relevant to your community, and promote the issues and events 
listed below through your own newsletters and other communication channels as 
appropriate. There is much going on, so please take a few minutes to review. 

Please ensure that items for the next edition are sent in by the end of the month. 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 

Presbytery meeting 

The meeting of the Presbytery on 24th August was held at the Swell Centre 

of the Habitat Congregation, in Auburn, and included a number of reports 

and discussions that were of interest to all who attended. These included: 

 a report about the recent Synod meeting, presented by Heather Hon, 

Jacob Yang and Ken Tabart, highlighting both the many aspects of 

the meeting itself and the significant decisions that were made; 

 a report on the recent President’s Conference in Fiji, presented by 

Ian Brown who was one of three people from this presbytery who 

attended; 

 a report and discussion about the various mental health ministries 

being exercised in this presbytery, by Natalie Dixon-Monu and John 

Tansey; and 

 a progress report by the Presbytery Ministry team on the work being 

done towards the development of an explicit presbytery strategy 

plan. 

After hearing from two ministry candidates about their response to the call 

to ministry, the presbytery also affirmed the readiness for ordination, 

subject to completion of studies and acceptance of a call, of Mike You and 

Viola Yeung. 

The next meeting will be held on 23rd November. 
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Coming induction service 

Following acceptance of a call, Rev Mat Cutler will be inducted into the 

congregation at Tecoma in a service on Sunday 15th September at 2:30pm. 

All members of Presbytery and visitors from surrounding congregations 

are encouraged to attend. 

Presbytery Leadership Team 

The November meeting of the Presbytery is the time when we elect those 

who will serve on our various committees and in leadership positions as 

Chairpersons of Presbytery Committees for the year from March 2020 to 

February 2021. Further information about this will be circulated shortly, 

but please start thinking about people who would have a contribution to 

make through these positions. 

SUPPORT FOR STABLE ONE 

Numbers of people experiencing homelessness in Australia are increasing. 

Every night in the Yarra Valley, more than 300 people are experiencing 

homelessness, with many sleeping in doorways, the park and in cars. The 

Church has always cared for the poor and provided sanctuary. Now they are 

responding to this growing issue with local initiatives and winter shelters 

modelled on successful projects overseas. 

Stable One has support from high levels of government, local councils, local 

communities, police and housing support agencies, and has managed to engage 

churches across all denominations to work together. The Victorian Building 

Authority (VBA) is the only one standing in the way. The Stable One Winter 

Shelter was shut down last week by a strict interpretation of the VBA building 

regulations. 

Uniting Church congregations in Yarra Yarra Presbytery are partners in this 

programme, and are asking for support through a petition as described in this 

link. You can view and sign the petition directly by using this petition link. 

LET’S CHALK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH 

Take part in global campaign to raise awareness of mental health issues. 

Come and chalk positive messages on the footpaths about dealing with mental 

health issues and removing the stigma. 

Join the community as we all enjoy a picnic together, share stories and just get 

to know each other. 

Organised by Manningham Uniting Church, on Saturday 31st August, 11:30am, 

at Wombat Bend, Finns Reserve, Templestowe Road & Union Street, 

Templestowe Lower – next to playground and BBQs. 

More details: Claire Dawe, at claire.dawe@manninghamuc.org or 0410 827 597 
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FAMILY VIOLENCE WORKSHOP 

Manningham Uniting Church has a long-held passion for and commitment to 

social justice issues and responses. One of these is the imbalance of power and 

control in relationships that can lead to family violence across a broad 

continuum of experiences, and can affect women, children and men in all ages 

and stages of life. Wendy Austin is a member at MUC and brings to this 

conversation a comprehensive balance of experience, qualifications and life 

learning developed over 41 years of advocating and working within the 

Victorian Family Violence sector.  

They are running a workshop about family violence after church on Sunday 22nd 

September, 12pm for about 90 mins.  It's byo lunch and to be held at the 

Templestowe church – parking at 109 Wood Street down by the brick church 

with workshop being held in the hall up the slope. 

More details: Claire Dawe, at claire.dawe@manninghamuc.org or 0410 827 597 

INTERCULTURAL RETREAT AND WORKSHOP 

Equipping Leadership for Mission have given preliminary advice of the 

following intercultural activities. 

7th to 9th October An intercultural retreat will be held at the Grantville Lodge. 

This retreat is open  to Ministers and Lay leaders wanting to listen, share and 

engage with issues related to Intercultural ministry in the UCA VicTas. 

29th and 30th October: A workshop titled ‘Navigating Landscape’ will be held at 

the CTM. 

Enquires: Dev Anandarajan, Intercultural Leadership Development Coordinator, 

tel 9340 8808. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF TRANSITION MINISTRY 

The Presbytery of Port Phillip West (PPPW) in partnership with equipping 

Leadership for Mission (eLM) and the Interim Ministry Network (IMN) proudly 

presents: Fundamentals of Transition Ministry Part 2, a five-day experiential 

program, from 7th to 11th October, focussing on ministering with congregations 

in times of transition. The purpose is to equip ministers and lay leaders with 

expertise and tools that will assist them to lead congregations through the 

challenges and difficulties of change, towards renewed life and sustainable 

future. 

For more information, contact Heather Loader, Secretary of Port Phillip West 

Presbytery, at 9748 8700 or Heather.Loader@ppw.victas.uca.org.au 

BUILDING BRIDGES THROUGH STORY 

Building Bridges Through Story focuses on marginalised groups within the 

community and is being managed by Manningham Uniting Church in 

partnership with community partners.  
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By listening to powerful stories from Indigenous, LBGTIQ+ and refugee and 

asylum seeker story tellers the aim is to break down walls that divide and build 

bridges to an inclusive community that welcomes difference and celebrate 

diversity. Join us on 12 October to help build lasting bridges that could change 

lives and build an inclusive community. 

It is to be held at Ajani Living and Learning Centre, 284 Thompsons Road, 

Templestowe Lower on Saturday 12th October, 2019 from 10:30am to 5:30pm. 

More information: https://buildingbridges.goregister.com.au/2019/, Email: 

buildingbridges@manninghamuc.org or telephone (03) 9846 2012 

SWELL CONFERENCE 2019 — UNFOLDING WISDOM 

Whether your path is the wellness of the mind, wellness of the body or you’re 

on a spiritual journey, join us for a day of gentle inquiry at the annual SWell 

Conference. This will be a time for exploration, creativity, celebration, art and 

community as we come together to delve into the theme of ‘Unfolding 

Wisdom’. 

The conference will take place from 18th to 20th October 2019 

More information: swellcentre.com or bookings at .trybooking.com/BELFF  

AMPLIFY: 2019 YOUTH CAUCUS 

AMPLIFY is an exciting new event for young people across our Uniting Church 

Synod. We are gathering young people aged 16–21 at Aitken College, 

Greenvale, for a day of worship, fellowship & celebration on Saturday 9th 

November, 2019. 

Every congregation and associated school is invited to send along four young 

people so we might celebrate our common identity in Christ, and hear (and 

AMPLIFY) an authentic young voice for our church. Leaders from across our 

Synod will be present to connect and listen to the hopes, hurts and visions of our 

emerging leaders. 

The event is free for attendees, and registrations are now open. More 

information is available via the AMPLIFY website. 

BRUNSWICK OFFERS STUDENT HOUSE PROGRAM 

Brunswick Uniting Church has run a Student Housing Program (SHP) for 20 

years. In that time dozens of students have come, been a part of the life of the 

church and community, and had the chance to learn and grow together. They 

have two apartments of five students each, living side-by-side, located pretty 

close to the corner of Sydney Rd and Brunswick Rd. They are fun, sometimes 

messy, sometimes loud households with young adults exploring how to live the 

Christian faith. 

If you know someone who would appreciate being part of this community, see 

more information at /brunswick.unitingchurch.org.au/student-house-program/  
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PASTORAL CARE IN THE MIDST OF A NETWORK OF UNITING 
CHURCHES 

This CPE Centre is offering an innovative and fully accredited part time 

program of Clinical Pastoral Education in 2020. Successful applicants will be 

engaged in 200 hours of actual pastoral care with members of congregations. 

Education days are scheduled on Mondays. The course will run from February 

to December 2020. 

For further information, please contact Jennifer Gibbons on 0418 318 589 or 

jgibbons1942@bigpond.com  

 

 

 
If you have information that you wish to have distributed through this newsletter, please ensure that 
it is submitted by the start of the month in which the item is to appear. I plan to try to send 
newsletters out in the third week, so that means if your event occurs early in the month, you will 
need to have it submitted by the start of the previous month. 

The newsletter is sent to Church Council Secretaries. If you should not be receiving it, please contact 
me at pyy.secretary@victas.uca.org.au with the name of your congregation and the name of the 
correct person. 
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