
 

Congregation of Mark the Evangelist 

 

What’s happening to our MtE Futures Project and around our 
buildings during the COVID-19 Lockdown 

 

Church Council had planned back in March to consult with the Congregation over the 
cessation of our current building development work.  The initial information session was to 
take place at the AGM but that meeting was deferred on account of the first set of Covid-19 
movement restrictions. 

At recent meetings Council confirmed that this important issue needs to be addressed when 
we are again able to gather for worship and for face-to-face group discussions.  At its latest 
meeting on 6 August, Council agreed on a checklist of the steps we need to take on our MtE 
Futures Project to reach agreement on the way forward.  The dates for these steps are still 
very rubbery but the process we need to follow is clear.  Council is hoping that by October 
we may be able to set the date for the first gathered discussion of the Futures Project. 

Meanwhile, there are other matters impacting on our use of the site at present about which 
we all need to be aware. 

1. While there is continuing delay due to Covid-19 restrictions of our consideration 
together of the MTEFP issues, all MtE members can be assured that no action is 
being taken on the question of our future accommodation while we are unable to 
gather as a church community. 

2. While the Covid-19 restrictions are in place, MtE still has a continuing obligation to 
monitor the structural soundness of the heritage Union Memorial Church (UMC) 
building.  We have contracted out a geotechnical examination of the spire 
foundation, and three-monthly surveys of structural movement in the UMC 
building.  This survey work started last October and will continue for twelve months 
in the first instance. 

3. MtE has leased a large part of the former Children’s Centre to Autism Partnership 
for two years for services to autistic children.  Autism Partnership were obligated to 
expand the space they needed to provide these important services because of the 
government’s restrictions in relation to the pandemic. 

4. Finally, MtE has become aware of underground soil contamination in the Manse 
grounds, most probably due to fuel leakage from the petrol station which used to 
occupy the corner site.  To meet the requirements of Environmental Protection 
legislation, MtE is contracting out initial removal of the contamination and the 
preparation of a longer-term Remediation Action Plan. 

Church Council is sorry to not be able to meet up with everyone normally.  But many in the 
congregation are keeping in touch with each other and it will not be too long before we are 
through the current crisis and operating normally again.  We will let you know when we 
expect to gather again for worship as soon as we are able.  That will determine the timing of 
the initial discussion after church to take up again progress towards resolution of our future 
situation as a Church community. 
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