allow the Moderator-elect and ex-Moderator to serve on Synod
Standing Committee for 1 year before and after their moderatorial term
respectively.
(b) as transitional provisions:
allow the 34th Synod Moderator-elect to serve an 18 month term as
Moderator-elect
direct the Synod Standing Committee to seek exemptions from
Regulations from the Assembly Standing Committee as required to give
effect to this decision.
19.69

It was RESOLVED by Consensus that the Synod:
(a) requests an updated policy be prepared, after detailed consultation with
congregations, presbyteries and faith communities, covering the operation
of the Mission Development Fund (MDF) and the policy be developed in
accordance with these principles:
1. The MDF will be a fund that will support the contemporary mission
strategy and priorities across all Presbyteries in the Queensland Synod.
As such we acknowledge:
(a) According to our Constitution, we are all stewards of the property
and funds held by a congregation or presbytery;
(b) The property and funds of the church are for the benefit of the
mission of the whole church;
(c) Beneficial use of funds in the MDF may be required to be forgone
by an individual congregation or presbytery to achieve the objective
of this principle.
2. The MDF will be a sustainable resource for long term church growth
and development:
(a) It will be used for capital and/or development opportunities that
produce a return benefit to the church;
(b) It will not be used for operational (including general maintenance)
expenses or sensitive matters’ expenses.
3. It is a requirement of MDF funding allocation that projects need to meet
good governance practices including prudent and sustainable decision
making, and accountable and transparent processes and reporting.
(b) notes that when developed, the policy on the operation of the MDF will be
circulated to presbyteries and congregations for consultation and then
submitted to the 35th Synod for approval.

19.70

It was RESOLVED by Formal Majority that the Synod:
(a) receives the Final Report: Voluntary Assisted Dying Queensland Synod
2019.
(b) affirms the following position:
The Uniting Church in Australia – Queensland Synod seeks to witness to
the God given dignity and worth of every human life. We are committed to
‘All that Jesus began to do and teach’ (Acts 1.1) by working towards a
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(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
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society characterised by love, compassion, justice, inclusion and
reconciliation so that all people, at every stage of life, can experience ‘life in
all its fullness’ (John 10:10). We seek to witness to God’s good gift of
creation and the intrinsic worth and dignity of all people in every
circumstance that is grounded in a reality that is untouched by the
circumstances of our lives or death. In our compassionate care we seek to
remain with people, in both lament and hope, bearing witness to God being
with us in every circumstance of life.
In recognition of this, we do not support the legalisation of voluntary
assisted dying in Queensland. If legalised, our facilities will not provide this
as a service and our staff, in the course of their employment, will not
participate in medical acts to end a life through voluntary assisted dying.
We recognise that in some situations, the experiences of end-of-life can
cause significant distress for the person dying, their families and care staff.
While we do not support voluntary assisted dying, if it is legalised, the
Church is committed to offering a compassionate and pastoral response to
people and families who choose this path.
We also recognise that there will be people, who in good conscience and in
light of their faith in God, make a decision to undertake voluntary assisted
dying.
A compassionate and pastoral response in the Synod agencies includes
working with people and families who choose and access voluntary
assisted dying to offer emotional, psychological and social support, spiritual
and pastoral care, and minimising physical suffering. This response does
not include medically participating in acts intended to end life through a
voluntary assisted dying process.
That in the case of the legalisation of voluntary assisted dying in
Queensland, to request Wesley Mission Queensland and UnitingCare to
develop a policy and practice approach in light of the Synod’s position and
any legislative requirements.
Affirms the critical importance of high quality, well-resourced and
accessible palliative and end-of-life care that responds to the physical,
psycho-social and spiritual needs of people at the end-of-life. The Church
undertakes the following actions:
1. advocate for a well resourced and flexible system that consistently
meets people’s needs and preferences for care;
2. continue to provide high quality and accessible palliative care,
responsive to the pastoral and spiritual needs of the people we serve,
as central to our mission as the Church.
That in advocating to government regarding the Church’s position, the
Church strongly recommends provisions for conscientious objection, for
both individuals and organisations, be included in any proposed legislation.
Encourage congregations to engage in conversations around end-of-life
and to encourage members to consider completing Advance Health
Directive.
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