Preparing for Worship Today
Congregational responses are printed in bold italics.
Pray for those who will be leading us in our worship today!



A SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
Advent 2A

Prelude
(We stand as the Bible and the ministry team enter the church)
· OR: similar instructions according to local custom

The Gathering of the People of God
The Promises of God
The Lord be with you!
    And also with you!

We listen for the promises of God:

Isaiah 11:1-10 A shoot shall come from the stump of Jesse

We pray with Zechariah:

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
    he has come to his people and set them free. 

In the tender compassion of our God
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

Shining on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
[bookmark: _GoBack]    and guiding our feet into the way of peace. 		cf. Luke 1

Come to us, Lord, as light for our world,
    Come to us, O God.

Gospel Acclamation
MThe second Advent Candle is lit

Hymn 284 O bless the God of Israel
OR
Hymn 786 Word of God, come down to earth (Tune 437)

From the God who is and who was and who is to come,
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the first-born from the dead,
grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you. 				Revelation 1:4-5

With the Children

The Word Spoken: Scripture and Preaching
· OR (if no Eucharist today):
The Ministry of the Word: Scripture and Preaching
The Testimony of Scripture 
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet,
    and a light to our path.

Romans 15:4-13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing

Psalm 72:1-7,18,19 Give the king your justice, O God
· The Psalm could be read responsively or sung to an appropriate setting

Matthew 3:1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near

This is the gospel of the Lord 
    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

The Preaching of the Word 
Prayer of Confession 
· [Introduction to the confession:]

God is levelling and straightening,
preparing a way to us;
Let us then, confess our sin and our faith, let us pray:

· [The confession:]

We bless you, O God,
for out of desire to love and enjoy us
you have created and sustained us
and all things.

And yet we confess that, in thought, word and deed,
we have fallen short of the glory 
for which we were made.

· [Compose here an appropriate confessional prayer for the day: a confession of sin in ‘general’ terms and reflecting themes in the sermon]

· The following collect, slightly adapted from the Anglican tradition, could be used to conclude the prayer, leading into the Kyrie:

Merciful God, 
who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation:
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 

Just so, [gracious God, have mercy on us]:

Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Declaration of Forgiveness and Doxology
(We stand)
The good news of Advent is that
God approaches with a merciful heart
and words of peace.

…hear then, once more, Christ’s word of grace to us:
Your sins are forgiven.
   Thanks be to God!
Doxology 
· EITHER (if your congregation knows a sung communion setting)

Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
    almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
    Lord God, Lamb of God,
    you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
    receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
	   Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
	  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

· OR

Worship, honour, glory blessing,
    Lord we offer to your name;
    young and old, their praise expressing,
    join your goodness to proclaim.
As the saints in heaven adore you,
    we would bow before your throne;
    as your angels serve before you,
    so on earth your will be done.
Edward Osler 1798-1863  (Hymn 772)
The Peace
· A possible introduction to the Peace (to memorise)
They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more…			Isaiah 2.4

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
    And also with you.
The Apostles’/Nicene Creed    
· EITHER
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

· OR

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he arose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.


The Visible Word: Eucharist
Hymn 503 Robe yourself, my soul, in gladness 
· If a shorter hymn is required, perhaps vv.1,2,5,6
· OR
Hymn 509 Come now, everlasting Spirit

 (We remain standing until after the Lord’s Prayer)
The Invitation
Christ our Lord invites to his table 
all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Here, God takes works of darkness
and makes of them armour of light.			Cf. Romans 13.12

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
    And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(The prayer continues…)

God of memory and hope,
source and goal of all that is,
 we give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

In the beginning you spoke us into being,
breathing into dust 
the Spirit which is life.

You called a people into covenant,
taught us your ways and 
called us to walk in your paths.

When disobedience and fear caused us
to lose our way,
you sent your Son 
according to the promise 
proclaimed by faithful messengers,
Upon him rested the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding,
by which he opened the eyes of the blind
and the ears of the deaf.

When we rejected you again, in nailing him to the cross,
you raised him from the dead
and called us to awaken from our sleep.
 
Now we watch to see all sadness and sighing 
flee before your approaching joy and gladness,

…and we praise you
with the faithful of every time and place,
joining with choirs of angels and the whole creation
in the eternal hymn:


Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 	
(The prayer continues…)

We praise you, Lord God, Sovereign over all things, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, on the night in which he was betrayed,
took bread, 
blessed you, 
broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take this and eat it.
This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me’.


In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup, 
blessed you,
and gave it to them, saying,
‘Drink from it, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it,
in remembrance of me’.

At this table
we recall his suffering and death,
his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
and we look for his coming in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
    Christ is risen.
        Christ will come again.
(The prayer continues…)

God of memory and hope,
pour out your enlivening Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us the body and blood of Christ.

As we receive what we are,
make us what we receive:
the very image of Christ.

Blessing and honour, glory and power
    are yours forever more.	

It is with confidence that we join our prayers 
with the prayers of Jesus,
praying as he taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your name,
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done,
    on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
    as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
    now and for ever. Amen.

(The people sit)
The Breaking of the Bread
· The minister takes the bread and breaks it in full view of the people, saying:

The bread we break,
is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?

· The minister lifts the cup in full view of the people, saying:

The cup we bless,
is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ?

· The minister holds out the bread and the cup to the people and says:

…the gifts of God for the people of God.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sin, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.    

The Communion
Prayers of the People
…Come, Lord Jesus, and in your mercy,
    hear our prayer.

Offering    (We stand as the offering is brought forward)
God of grace,
from whom comes every good and perfect gift,
we give thanks for all we have received from your hand.

Out of that abundance we bring these offerings.
May they be used well through the work of the church
in the service of your people.

By the power of your Spirit
strengthen us for such loving service
and keep us faithful
until Christ comes to make all things
his own in your kingdom of joy.

This we pray in the name of Jesus,
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.	

Notices

The Sending Forth of the People of God
Hymn 269 Hark the glad sound
· OR
Hymn 572 (i) O thou who camest from above
Word of Mission and Blessing 
Go now and prepare the way of the Lord
with words and works of love.

And may the blessing of the God who comes to meet you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you and remain upon you
now and always, Amen.

Postlude
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