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Services at MtE are now live-streamed (live 
broadcast) via our YouTube channel. 
Cameras are principally directed at the 
lectern and table/sanctuary but shots will 
sometimes be taken from the back of the 
building (generally during hymns and 
communion). 

 
 
COVID-19 health measures 

 
 Please wear a mask in the church, unless you have an exemption, 

have a leadership role, or need to remove it to receive 
communion. We will join in congregational singing in the service 
but masks should still be worn during the singing. 
 

 Please observe the usual hand sanitation routines on entering and 
leaving the building 
 

 Please observe the usual 1.5 meter distance between yourself and 
others who are not members of your family – whether seated or 
standing (family groups may move their seats closer together) 
 

 Please see the relevant part of the service order regarding the 
distribution of the communion elements 

 
 
  

 2

 
Preparing for Worship Today 

 Today’s service is also being live-streamed for participation of those 
who can’t join us physically today. 

 Congregational responses are printed in bold italics. 
 Pray for those who will be leading us in our worship today! 
  

  
 

 
LITBIT: There is a sense in which Christians are trained by the liturgy to be a people 
“untimely born,” as Paul says of himself (1 Cor. 15:8). This is not because we are 
traditionalists who slavishly and nostalgically long for the old ways (Jer. 6:16). 
However, there is a deep sense in which the church is a people called to resist the 
presentism embedded in the tyranny of the contemporary. We are called to be a 
people of memory, who are shaped by a tradition that is millennia older than the 
last Billboard chart. And we are also called to be a people of expectation, praying 
for and looking forward to a coming kingdom that will break in upon our present as 
a thief in the night. We are a stretched people, citizens of a kingdom that is both 
older and newer than anything offered by “the contemporary.” The practices of 
Christian worship over the liturgical year form in us something of an “old soul” that 
is perpetually pointed to a future, longing for a coming kingdom, and seeking to be 
such a stretched people in the present who are a foretaste of the coming kingdom. 

 
JAMES K A SMITH 

 
A SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 

Prelude 

 

  Advent   

Processional 

 

 



 3

The gospel of the coming God 

Mark 13.24-37 Keep awake 
 
…I will lead the blind 
by a road they do not know, 
    by the paths they have not known 
    I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
    the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I will do 
    and I will not forsake them.   Isaiah 42:16 
 
The first Advent Candle is lit. 
 

Prayer of invocation 

Hymn 445 Jesus, where'er your people meet 

‘O rend the heavens, come quickly down…’ 

 

1. Jesus, where'er your people meet 
there they behold your mercy seat, 
where'er they seek you, you are found 
and every place is hallowed ground. 
 

2. For you, within no walls confined, 
are present in the humble mind; 
such ever bring you where they come, 
and, going, take your to their home. 
 

3. Dear Shepherd of your chosen few, 
your former mercies here renew; 
here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
the sweetness of your saving name. 
 

4. Here may we prove the power of prayer 
to strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
to teach our faint desires to rise, 
and bring all heaven before our eyes. 
 

5. Lord, we are few, but you are near, 
your arm can save, your ear can hear; 
O rend the heavens, come quickly down, 
and make a thousand hearts your own. 

William Cowper, 1731-1800 (alt.) 
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From the God who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the first-born from the dead, 
grace and peace be with you all. 

And also with you.     Revelation 1:4-5 

 

With the Children 

 

  Epiphany   
Isaiah 64.1-9 O that you would tear open the heavens 
 
Psalm 80.1-7 Give ear, O shepherd of Israel   [PCS 71] 
 

 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  
    Thanks be to God. 
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The Preaching of the Word  



  Lent   

Prayer of Confession  

  

 
  
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

  Easter   

Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

…hear, then, Christ’s word of grace to us: 
Your sins are forgiven. 

   Thanks be to God! 

Doxology (TIS 768ii) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 

The text of the sermon will normally be 
available after worship and online 
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Praise God above, you heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
    And also with you. 
 

The Nicene Creed     

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

  Pentecost   

Hymn 402 Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly dove 

‘lead us to Christ, the living way’ 

1. Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly dove, 
with light and comfort from above; 
come, be our guardian and our guide; 
o'er every thought and step preside. 
 

2. The light of truth to us display 
and make us know and choose your way; 
plant holy fear in every heart, 
that we from God may not depart. 
 

3. Lead us to Christ, the living Way, 
nor let us from his pastures stray: 
lead us to holiness, the road 
that we must take to dwell with God. 
 

4. Lead us to heaven, that we may share 
fullness of joy for ever there; 
lead us to God, our eternal rest, 
to be with God for ever blest. 

 
Simon Browne, 1680-1732 (alt.) 

 
 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
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    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest!   
Hosanna in the highest!   
 

  

 
Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again.   
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Blessing and honour, glory and pow’r 
    are yours forever and ever, 
    are yours forever and ever. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done, 
    on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

The Communion 

The Uniting Church recognises this Table as the Lord’s and, so, open to all who would 
normally commune in their home congregations.  

The Eucharist in the context of COVID-19. Given the present health crisis, the 
distribution of communion will be limited to one of the church’s historic practices – 
‘under one kind’, or receiving the bread only. The bread will be broken at the table 
after the hands of the celebrant have been sanitised; the bread will be covered until 
that point.  

The bread will be served to those who present themselves in a single file down the 
centre of the church; please maintain the usual C-19 distancing while waiting to 
receive. AND, please feel free to refrain from receiving under the current 
circumstances, if this feels appropriate to you.  
 

Prayers of the People  

(Names for inclusion in the prayers may be recorded in the book in the narthex) 
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[Offering]    

For the time-being, financial offerings will not be collected from the pews 
but should be made in the designated offering box as you enter the church. If you miss 
the opportunity, you can put it in the box after the service!) 

Notices 

 

The Sending Forth of the People of God 
Hymn 276 There's a light upon the mountains 

 …the travail of our spirit is the travail of his own… 

 

1. There’s a light upon the mountains, and the day is at the spring 
when our eyes shall see the beauty and the glory of the King; 
weary was our heart with waiting, and the night-watch seemed so 
long, 
but his triumph day is breaking, and we hail it with a song. 
 

2. There’s a hush of expectation, and a quiet in the air, 
and the breath of God is moving in the fervent breath of prayer: 
for the suffering, dying Jesus is the Christ upon the throne, 
and the travail of our spirit is the travail of his own. 
 

3. He is breaking down the barriers, he is casting up the way, 
he is calling for his angels to build up the gates of day: 
but his angels here are human, not the shining hosts above; 
for the drum-beats of his army are the heart-beats of our love. 
 

4. Hark, we hear a distant music, and it comes with fuller swell — 
the great triumph song of Jesus, of our King, Immanuel: 
Zion, go you forth to meet him; and, my soul, be swift to bring 
all your finest and your dearest for the triumph of our King! 
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Henry Burton, 1840–1930 alt. 
Words and music by permission Methodist Publishing House, UK 

Word of Mission and Blessing  

Postlude 

 

 

 

© All music printed in this order of service and live-streamed is either in the public domain 
or is covered by the congregation’s CCLI licence 449158 

 

 

 
 
 
 


