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Congregation of Mark the Evangelist
Sunday 14 January 2024
Epiphany 2B

Preparing for Worship Today

e Welcome to this service of worship at Mark the Evangelist!

e Today's service is being live-streamed for the participation of those
who can't join us physically today.

e Congregational responses are printed in bold italics.

e Pray for those who will be leading us in our worship today!

A SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Prelude

The Gathering of the People of God

Processional

If you are able, please stand as the Scriptures are brought into the worship space.

Call to Worship

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!

O Lord, open our lips:
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs:
let us sing to God with thanksgiving in our hearts.

Let everything you do or say be done in the name of the Lord Jesus:
giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ.

Prayer of invocation
Hymn 113 Now to the Lord a noble song

Greeting and Welcome



The Word Spoken: Scripture and Preaching

The Testimony of Scripture
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet,
a light to our path.

Genesis 28:10-17
Psalm 139: 5-10, 23-24 Hymn 87 You are before...
John 1:43-51

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Preaching of the Word The sermon text will normally.be availal.ﬂe
after worship and online

A ‘sermon of stillness’ — a moment for quiet reflection — usually follows the preaching

Prayer of Confession
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Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Declaration of Forgiveness

(Please stand if you are able)

...hear, then, Christ's word of grace to us:
Your sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

Doxology
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The Peace
...The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The Visible Word: Eucharist

Hymn 499 Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts

(If you are able, please remain standing until after the Lord’s Prayer)
The Invitation
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

(The prayer continues...)
...And so we praise you
with the faithful of every time and place,

joining with choirs of angels and the whole creation
in the eternal hymn:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,

hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest!

Hosanna in the highest!

(The prayer continues...)



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
Yyour will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

(The people sit)
The Breaking of the Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God....
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace, grant us peace.

...Let us receive what we are,

let us become what we receive,
The body of Christ

The Communion

The Uniting Church recognises this Table as the Lord’s and, so, open to all who would
normally commune in their home congregations.

GATHERING: We'll gather in a circle around the table for the distribution of the
elements; please wait until all have received and the prayer is said before returning to
your seats.

If you can't stand or walk to the front but would like to receive communion, please raise
your hand if the celebrant has not already noticed you.

Post Communion Prayer

Offering

Many members now make their offering by electronic transfer; the plate will be passed
for those who prefer to make cash/envelope offerings. The prayer dedicating the
offerings ‘captures’ the full range of gifts.

Offering prayer

Notices

The Sending Forth of the People of God
Hymn 564 O God of Bethel
Word of Mission and Blessing

Postlude

COPYRIGHT INF ORMATION
All music printed in this order of service and live-streamed is either in the public domain
or is used with permission under the congregation’s CCLI licence #449158 or its One
License #737505-A. All rights reserved.

We’d love to hear your feedback on the service.

Our email address is:
enquiries@marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au

Our website is:
http://marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au/
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| TODAY’S READINGS |

Genesis 28:10-17

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. ! He came to a certain
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place.
12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it
reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it. 13 And the LORD stood beside him and said, "I am the LORD, the
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you
lie I will give to you and to your offspring; !* and your offspring shall be
like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the
east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall
be blessed in you and in your offspring. > Know that I am with you and
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." ' Then
Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place-- and
I did not know it!" 7 And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of

heaven."

Psalm 139 :1-6, 13-18

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You
search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my
ways. ¢ Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it
completely. > You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon
me. ¢ Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot
attain it. '3 For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me
together in my mother's womb. !* I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 1>

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. !¢ Your eyes beheld my
unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. '” How weighty to me
are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to count
them -- they are more than the sand; I come to the end -- I am still with

you.

John 1: 43-51

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, "Follow me." #* Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 4> Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth." 4¢ Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47 When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!" 4% Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to
know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you." #° Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are
the King of Israell" >° Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." !
And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."



PEOPLE TO COMMEMORATE

Monica Furlong, Christian thinker

Monica Furlong was a Christian feminist who began as a
journalist and went on to a prolific late-twentieth-century
output of books. She published poetry, a couple of
novels, stories for children, biographies of remarkable
Christians, collected volumes of primary and secondary
texts, works on spirituality, and especially analysis of
women's relations with Christianity in general and the

Anglican Church in particular, both before and after
female ordination became a reality.

But she was always on the lookout for good causes to espouse, and once
she had thrown in her lot with the Movement for the Ordination of Women,
and with the aims of secular feminism in general, she became to many
women - and to many men as well, especially homosexuals - not just a
beacon of light, more a flaming torch.

Like many intellectuals, her life was, in some ways, a protracted search for
truth, accompanied by frequent disillusionment, most notably with the
organised structures of society. In her book With Love To The Church
(1965), she wrote, more in sorrow than in anger, of her disillusion with the
apparent inability of the established Church to touch the hearts and minds
of men and women of goodwill.

Born and brought up in Kenton, Middlesex, Furlong was particularly close to
her father, who was a devout Roman Catholic. Monica was a second
daughter, and her mother made no secret of the fact that she wanted a boy;
Monica attributed the onset of a fairly disabling stammer.

She was baptised as an Anglican but became, at an early age, a potential
outsider; even as a child, she felt herself instinctively in sympathy with non-
churchgoers. After education at Harrow county girls' school and University
College, London, she enrolled at Pitmans, and seemed destined for a dreary
career as a shorthand typist.

[contd ...]

PEOPLE TO COMMEMORATE

Monica Furlong, Christian thinker [contd ...]

In an attempt to break into journalism, Furlong sought a position with the
Church Times but became instead secretary to a BBC talks producer, an
employment for which she could not have been less well suited. In 1956,
she joined Truth magazine as a feature writer and from 1958-60, she was
the Spectator's religious correspondent. Following her time with the
Spectator she wrote for the Daily Mail for the next eight years.

As a freelance journalist, Furlong worked for the Guardian between 1956
and 1961, where her contributions covered a variety of emotional and
socio-sexual issues - as they had done at the Mail. They dealt, too, with
her preoccupation and personal commitment to the Christian faith, a
vocation she had gained the self-confidence to express from her parish
priest, Joost de Blank, later bishop of Stepney and Archbishop of Cape
Town.

Returning to the BBC in 1974, Furlong worked as a religious programmes
producer, and, by 1978, had gained the self-confidence to write a
biography of the Trappist monk Thomas Merton. Later books included
novels both for adults and children, and biographies of John Bunyan and
Thérese of Lisieux.

In the 1980s she campaigned for the ordination of women and, served as
moderator of the Movement for the Ordination of Woman. Furlong’s
reputation for reasoned debate and determination gave that movement
considerable moral authority. When that goal was reached she called for
the appointment of women to senior Church positions.

In 1987, she became a founder of the St Hilda Community (named after St
Hilda of Whitby). She described it as "a body which tried to model a form
of cooperation between men and women in liturgy, which used inclusive
language, and which invited ordained women from other countries to
come and celebrate openly, rather than, as was usual at the time,
clandestinely."

She has been called the Church of England's "most influential and

creative layperson of the post-war period"

Monica Furlong died January 14 2003




FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

January Services
Jan 21 Peter Blackwood
Church Council February 18, after morning tea

Quarterly Essay Conversation Feb 14, 1:30pm at CTM

NOTICES

LORD WILLOUGHBY'S WELCOME HOME: KEYBOARD MUSIC OF
WILLIAM BYRD

2024 Organs of the Ballarat Goldfields Festival, 16 January 10am, St John's
Anglican Church, Creswick

Fancy an early drive up to Creswick? I'm taking an Italian harpsichord and
the virginal up to present the wonderful music of the English keyboardist at
10am. Go to ballaratorgans.com.au to book

People to commemorate this week
Monica Furlong, Christian thinker

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,

Yemen

LECTIONARY READINGS 21 JANUARY 2024
John 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Congregation of Mark the Evangelist, North Melbourne
Website: marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au
Minister: Rev Dr Craig Thompson
Ph: 9329 0018 Mob: 0408 389 751
or email: minister@marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au
As a Parish Mission of the Uniting Church in Australia,
The Congregation of Mark the Evangelist is responsible for Hotham Mission.
Office ph.: (03) 9326 8245
Please advise all notices and roster changes to email:
enquiries@marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

© Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All music printed in this order of service and live-streamed is either in the public domain or is covered by the
congregation’s CCLI licence (#449158) or its ONE LICENSE with license (#737505-A). All rights reserved.

© The English translation of Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus, Memorial acclamations, and Agnus Dei
prepared by the English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC), 1988. Psalm responses from PCS used with
permission from The Psalter, 1993.
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