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When the name of Mark the Evangelist was being considered for this congregation 

given that St Mark’s day is 25
th

 April, one suggestion was that this would give the 

minister the opportunity to preach about something else on Anzac Day.  While Mark 

the Evangelist may have little in common with Anzac there is at least one way in 

which there is a link between the two.  For the congregation and the community, this 

is a day of remembrance, not a foundation day, but an occasion when we recall people 

and events that are fundamental to the formation of our identity.  The church is a 

community of memory.  A central feature of being church is that we continue to 

gather around an inheritance of memories, from which we constantly rediscover who 

we are and what our task is in the world. 

 

It is clear that both church and community value memory but we struggle over how to 

deal with it.  In the century just past Fascism and Communism have been two forces 

that have deliberately manipulated memory in order to justify their politically correct 

view of the world.  In this way people have used memory as a way of forgetting, 

covering up other things so that the memory is what we want it to be, rather than 

something nearer the truth.  We have seen this happen amongst the holocaust deniers 

and those brought to account for war crimes committed in places like the former 

Yugoslavia.  We in Australia have been touched by this trend.  The “Bringing them 

Home Report” raised serious questions about the truth of our memory of the past and 

our attitude to Indigenous people.  It also brought forward the question of the 

reliability of memory, especially as it relates to the stolen generations and to others 

who have suffered from trauma or abuse.  The Black Arm Band/White Blindfold 

debate shone a light on the ways in which we resist memory and construct memory to 

ensure we forget certain things.  We know this has also gone on in connection with 

the Anzac tradition, which is based on something that was a failure, yet we have kept 

the memory and reinterpreted it many times.  This week Anzac Day was publicized as 

remembering: “a botched military campaign that gave us our model of what sacrifice 

and courage means.”  There was a time when the words “botched military campaign” 

would not have been used.  As the growth of nationalistic sentiment around Anzac 

day continues, historians and other thoughtful people have begun to ask: “what are we 

remembering here”?  The process of finding and telling the truth can be a subversive 

act.  We see that in the controversies over what history should be taught in schools or 

what should be displayed in museums.  As far as the church is concerned the act of 

remembering, rightly conducted, is always subversive.  It calls us to remember whose 

we are, which may involve the challenge to put to one side those things which distract 

us from facing the One who in Jesus Christ turned towards us: the living God who 

creates life out of nothing and in the Cross of Christ caused life to spring forth from 

death.  Because the memories at the heart of the liturgy are about death and suffering, 

it looks like we are here to celebrate a failure, but things are not what they seem.   

http://www.marktheevangelist.unitingchurch.org.au/eusebius.pdf


Worship, rightly conducted will always be subversive because Christ is manifested in 

these memories, spoken and enacted, and he calls us to take up our cross and follow 

him anew. 

 

We chose to read from Eusebius [260 – 340 AD] today because his Ecclesiastical 

History is a key source of one sort of memory of church life from Apostolic times 

until his own day.  It is clear from Eusebius that Mark was immersed in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, as brilliantly preached and taught in Rome by Peter, and that he travelled 

to Rome and Egypt.  What keeps the memory of Mark alive in the church is not his 

travels but his written account all he had learned about Jesus from Peter.  He himself 

was captured by this message.  As compared with the other Evangelists, Mark’s 

collection of memories, which has its own distinctive emphasis and was a crucial 

resource for the communities of believers Mark built up, just as it is for the church 

today.   

 

Thanks to Mark’s direct style the key points are quickly found.  His opening sentence 

says: The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God.  Mark is the first 

writer to refer to “the good news”, a translation of the Greek word euangellion.  This 

headline tells everything about what Mark is doing and shines a light on all he tells us 

from then on.  A few verses later he lets Jesus speak for himself: The time is fulfilled, 

the kingdom of God has come near… What the prophets had longed for Mark says 

began to dawn Jesus.  It was not only present in his preaching and teaching, it was 

demonstrated wherever he went as enslaving powers were broken, people were healed 

and outcasts were embraced in community.  But Mark is clear Jesus did not live in his 

own strength: his life was lived in the power of the Spirit, which is the background to 

him naming Jesus Son of God. This is the source of Jesus’ freedom, the power, which 

allowed him to love fallen humanity: the unlovely, the outcast and the unrighteous.  It 

was living in this freedom that led him to live what looks like a life of failure that 

ended with the shattering cry of abandonment on the cross.  The genius of Mark is 

that he sets this against the backdrop of Chapter 13, which is filled with apocalyptic 

imagery.  This imagery, peculiar to us but familiar to people of the day, was 

connected with the notion of an impending disaster out of which God would make an 

end of an old order and create things anew.  Mark’s reference to the “time being 

fulfilled” includes all of this and this context gives shape and meaning to the cross, 

and to Mark’s theology of resurrection. 

 

In Mark the death of Jesus is predicted or alluded to ten times, some of which include 

the prediction of the resurrection.  Yet as we heard today, Mark’s account of Easter 

morning ends with a fearful, speechless response to the young man’s proclamation.  

When you look at the end of Mark you see that other words were added later, but it 

does now appear that Mark intended to end his Gospel on this note.  Ironically if fear 

and silence were left to rule the story would never have got out and we would not be 

reading Mark’s Gospel today.  But the theological point to be drawn from the silence 

is this: the church springs to life not by our efforts but by the empowering strength of 

God.  Resurrection is the final proclamation that Jesus, one of us, has been raised up 

to share the sovereignty of the living God, the Lord of history, whose power to 

conquer death, extends to fear and silence as well.  Therefore, from now on, the 

memory of Jesus is the key that will unlock the meaning of God for us today.  



The graphic on the Order of Service is based on imagery from the prophet Ezekiel, 

and the book of Revelation, which imagines God in heaven, surrounded by the four 

figures and the hosts of heaven.  In Christian iconography Christ appears at the centre 

either as the Word of God or the Lamb of God.  This makes the same point as Mark.  

Jesus shares the throne of God - the sovereignty of God.  The four creatures have been 

adopted as the symbols for the four evangelists, Mark (the lion), Matthew (the 

person), Luke (the Ox) and John (the Eagle).  They are nearest the throne because of 

their witness that “the Kingdom of this world has become the Kingdom of the Lord 

God and his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever”. 

 

Elie Wiesel the Polish Jew who lost everything except his life in the death camps of 

WW 2 says that salvation or redemption can only be found in memory.  This is a good 

thought, but salvation will be found in memory only if it gives birth to hope.  For us 

hope is of God and memory and hope go together as the transforming force, lifting us 

above the circumstances of our life to live by a greater vision that is given to us.   

Thanks to the memories of Mark the Evangelist we are able to share his vision, open 

ourselves afresh to new creation, and allow ourselves to be shaped by the one who is 

manifest to us in remembrance and calls us and all people to follow him into life.  

 

*** 


