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Heaven is open: Jesus came for this  
 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down...  [Isaiah 64:1]  Isaiah’s 

words speak for exiles who having returned home to find the place spoiled and ruined, 

lament God’s absence and yearn to know God’s active presence again.   

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down...  Mark tells us of such 

rending on only two occasions.  At Jesus’ Baptism [1:10] the “heavens were torn 

apart” and the Spirit descended on him like a dove.  In this intimate scene God’s great 

pleasure in Jesus is declared and he is named the Beloved Son.  There is divine 

communion between God and one of us.   

 

There is no birth narrative in Mark, but when Jesus emerged from the waters of the 

Jordan, it was as if a birth had taken place and humanity was offered a new start in 

life.  

 

The second time Mark used the word for rending occurs immediately after Jesus gave 

a loud cry and breathed his last.  The curtain of the Temple was torn in two, from top 

to bottom and immediately the Centurion who saw Jesus’ death declared:  “truly this 

man was God’s Son”[15:39]. 

 

Mark uses a particular word for rending at the Baptism and the rending of the curtain: 

they bookend the story of Jesus’ life of obedience to God in which he accepted his 

human frailty struggled against evil and was mocked by the powers of church and 

state and spectators alike.   

 

Mark’s witness is that heaven was opened to us in him.  And the voice of the 

centurion confirms that though he died, his mission was victorious.  Jesus was “seen”: 

he was recognized by the world that God so loved.  The curtain in the Temple stayed 

torn, and although our reading ended with a sealed tomb, the end of the story shows 

that heavens will remain open, for us; our exile from God is over. 

 

The pattern of the Palm Sunday liturgy with the reading of the Entry and then the 

Passion makes it clear: Jesus entered for this: to take the path of not snatching at 

equality with God, but of choosing the representative suffering depicted by the 

Servant in Isaiah. 



On April Fool’s day, it might look like anyone who had a different option and chose 

to take the path Jesus trod was a fool.  But the meaning is the other way round.  

Everything we know and believe about God, and life, has been built from the pattern 

of self-giving shown to us by Jesus.  This story is the seed corn of the church itself.  It 

is from here that our life and our faith has sprung.   

 

Holy Week and the Great Three Days are for letting us see the purpose and the power 

in Jesus’ humiliation and to go on that journey with him once more.   

 

Today we are called to stand ready to find God revealed for us in a place that we least 

expect - in love that was scorned, in innocent suffering and death, and the amazing 

gift of new life. 

 

*** 

 

 


