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1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 32-49  

Psalm 9:9-20 

2 Corinthians 6:1 - 13 

Mark 4:35 - 41 
 

Those who know your name will put their trust in you O Lord  
 

 

Mark’s story of the stilling of the storm is a rich text.  Its location in the Gospel, its 

many cross- references to ideas in Hebrew Scripture and the nuances of the text itself 

all tell us something.  But what does it intend to say?  
 

Jesus had spent the day of teaching parables about the seeds of  the Kingdom – the 

seeds of hope, and the different ways in which they make progress in the world.  

When finished he said, “lets go across to the other side”.  The Sea of Galilee is not 

named here, but it separated Jewish and Gentile territories.  This crossing was the first 

of three journeys Jesus made to Gentile territories where the people were politically 

and culturally “other”.  The tradition of enmity between Jews and Gentiles was a 

specific part of the background to this Gospel, but it can also be seen as a prototype 

for all human hostility.  Jesus’ wish to “cross to the other side” was Kingdom work: a 

concrete act of solidarity and reconciliation aimed at reaching over human divisions in 

order to share his gifts with all people, not just one group.  
 

Galilee is always referred to as a sea, but it is a fresh water lake, (21 km long and 13 

km wide – 166 sq km).  Nevertheless it evokes the visceral dread of the sea familiar to 

biblical people.  The sea represented the powers of chaos God had subdued at the 

Creation.  But it could threaten life at any time, as in the escape of Moses, the flood of 

Noah’s day, and the journey of Jonah.   
 

As an exercise crossing over into territory that is politically and culturally different is 

always fraught with a degree of danger, whether or not it involves travel over water.  

This was a Missionary journey many have made since.  It is a journey the church is 

still called to, because Jesus suggested it [Mark 4:35 and Matt28:19–20]. 
 

They left at the end of the day.  He may have been shedding light in his teaching 

about the Kingdom, but now darkness had fallen.   There were other boats that made 

the journey.  By this stage others had been drawn into discipleship but Jesus was with 

the twelve and this story is about his relationship with the inner circle in a context of 

serious threat. 
 

The storm was like a small tornado that quickly whipped up waves and threatened to 

overwhelm the boat.  This was chaos unleashed in all its fury, the dread of all who sail 

on the sea.  But Jesus was not troubled.  He was asleep until in their fear they roused 

him.  He woke up and rebuked the wind and the waves, which heard his words.  The 

Greek word used here for “rebuke” is often used for the silencing of demons.  And 

there is a sense in which the silencing of the wind and waves can be compared with an 

exorcism.   



Order was restored.  In place of a great storm, there was now as great calm.  But 

Jesus’ rebuke did not stop with the wind and the waves.  He went on to chide the 

twelve for their timidity and lack of courage: “Why are you afraid?  Have you still no 

faith?”  Despite all they had been part of, despite all he had taught them about the 

presence and power of the Kingdom the seeds of hope were slow to grow in them.  

When their lives were at risk they were still unable to withstand the waves of doubt 

and fear that lashed at them.  
 

The story behind this story might well be that Mark’s first readers had experienced an 

upsurge of violence and civil turmoil under Emperor Nero (+68 CE) as well as the 

chaos of the Jewish war (66-73 CE).  They, who had been gifted with the secrets of 

the kingdom were disturbed and it may have seemed to them that Jesus was asleep in 

their boat.  And in crying out to him, they found he was present, but did not act as a 

chaplain who said smooth words to them.  The storm may have receded but peace and 

tranquillity was not for them.  He challenged their ability to live by faith under 

pressure: “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”    
 

Whereas the twelve were previously overcome with fear of their own demise, now 

they were awestruck. The word means: they “feared a great fear”.  They were 

overcome with something greater: awe at seeing that the one who slept in their boat 

embodied the same power that characterised the Living God.  The power bring order 

out of chaos, life out of death, and the ability to bring this to bear on the suffering and 

threats involved in human life.  But they did not confess this.  They asked: who is 

this?  Who can turn great chaos into great calm!   
 

Throughout Mark Jesus is the agent of God who acts to embody the Kingdom, 

through healing, embracing the outsider, exorcism and sowing the seeds of hope.  And 

throughout Mark the disciples, the members of the church, fail to understand.  That is 

why he beats back a hostile attack from the forces against God, and calls the church to 

live in faith and trust his power to save.  This has something to say to the church 

about how it is meant to live in a hostile world.  Will it live in doubt and fear?  Or will 

it live trusting that he has planted the power of the Kingdom in the world, the power 

in which we are called to live? 
 

It may seem like a deviation, but this is one place where a connection can be made 

with the story of David and Goliath.  David did not begin as a fighter, but when he 

saw that everything that Goliath represented was against the God of Israel, he stepped 

up “in the name of the living God”.  He fought, and won, not in the power of his 

king’s sword and armour, but in the simplicity of faith and hope, symbolised by his 

sling and five smooth stones which, compared with all the armour and accoutrements 

Goliath brought to the battle, looked puny and ridiculous. 
 

We know well that the image of the boat or ship sailing on the sea of life has become 

a parable of the Church.  If we were looking for  a story about a nature miracle this is 

not it.  It is a story about how the church had to learn and relearn that the true source 

of its life, which is found in God the Creator, was expressed amongst us in Jesus his 

Son.  The title Son of God does not proclaim his genetic inheritance in the way we 

speak of it.  Son of God means he is the complete expression of God’s self-

communication to us.  And even after a disappointing bout of doubt and fear amongst 

the twelve, Jesus invites them to continue the journey with him into a deeper and 

more profound faith.  St Augustine said a person’s heart is a sailing boat, which 

cannot be wrecked, so long as it stays focussed on Christ.  Words we all need to hear.   



As individuals and as a congregation we know the waves of chaos do lash at us.  It 

can be bewildering to find that even within the boat there is a surprising lack of faith 

and understanding.  And there can be forces that are out of control, which in the name 

of the church itself, threaten to disrupt or even sink the boat.   
 

The presence and power of Jesus is ambiguous and can only be grasped by faith.  We 

know about the Kingdom, but at the end of the day it may seem to us that Jesus is 

asleep in the church, as he was asleep in the tomb.  But the story does not stop there.   

The power of God in the chaos is the power to save through and beyond death.  But 

when confronted by our own tragedy, or that of someone else’s, such as the loss of so 

many boat people this week, it means knowing that God will not necessarily preserve 

them or us from death.  Such tragedies may provoke us to engage in Kingdom work, 

though, to help change the policies that result in such events.  As we do, we remember 

the first commemorations of the Christian community were of martyrs: people who 

were put to death because of their faithfulness.  Many of them are remembered for the 

great calm in which they lived and died.  We may not have to face the same level of 

stress as them, but the challenge is the same.  Will we allow ourselves to trust the one 

who rebuked the chaos, and live and work to do the same, trusting in the victory won 

for us in him. 

 

*** 


