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Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118 

I Corinthians 15:19-26 

Luke 24:1-12 
 

 

Over recent weeks, we have focussed on preparing for this day by repenting, turning 

away from sin, turning towards God, trusting God’s promise to forgive. 

Today, the promise becomes a guarantee. In raising Jesus from the dead God shows a 

measure of power beyond our imagining, beyond even the power to create a universe. 

God demonstrates beyond question that death has been dethroned. Love conquers 

death. Light conquers darkness. Hope becomes living reality. 

This places us in a whole new place with regard to our understanding of sin and God’s 

attitude to sin. In our sinfulness towards God, we have done the worst anyone could 

ever do: we have killed God’s beloved Son. Yet, in love he raises the Son so that we 

might know that even this sin is not enough to deter God from loving us. Sin is dealt 

with once and for all by being shown to be powerless in the face of the love of God, 

and hence powerless in its attack on God’s people. Sin has no hold on us. End of story. 

If we think sin has a hold on us we can be pretty sure it is the other way around – we 

are holding on to sin. In so doing, we are rejecting God’s love, and, as often as not 

blaming God by making out God is nastily judging us. We can’t get away with that 

anymore. God’s love is greater than the greatest sin, more awe-ful than the most 

debilitating fear, stronger than the deepest deadness we carry within ourselves, more 

all-consuming than death itself. 

With love like that on our side, can anything prevail against us? Surely not. If the God 

who raises the dead loves us, who cares about what anyone else thinks? 

Christ is risen! Alleluia. 
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