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Well, we have some interesting characters presented to us this morning. Of course we 

know Peter well as the impetuous one. Jumps in all guns blazing. Always first to step 

up and step out. A real ‘in the moment’ person. Risk management is not even on the 

horizon for him. Act now and worry about the consequences later. 

So how does he respond to the story of the resurrection? In various stories we have 

him going to the empty tomb, seeing that the body of Jesus is gone, and going home 

amazed. We can only assume that he, like the other disciples, has come to some 

understanding of the enormity of what has gone on. Now he announces he’s going 

fishing. Isn’t that, after all, where it all started: Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people? So Peter decides to get on with it and some others decide to join in. No 

committee meetings, no prayer, no discernment process, let alone strategic thinking or 

risk management. Just, “I’m going fishing.” I’m going to do my own thing. But he 

goes at night, in the dark. In John’s gospel that always means that there’s not much 

seeing happening, not much of a clue of what is going on. Peter knows his experience 

demands a response, so he, as usual, responds instantly and thoughtlessly, and 

immediately negates his insight with an emotional response that bears absolutely no 

fruit. He’s the sort of risk taker that risks everything for nothing. He gets a lot of 

accolades for always jumping in, but in the end he risks doing more harm than good. 

It might be going too far to picture him as a pleaser, as someone motivated by seeking 

approval in order to boost their self-esteem, someone who constantly seeks a top up of 

love, someone who risks all just for a moment of approval. Such people fail to 

apprehend the safety that believing in the constancy of love allows. They daren’t 

believe they are loved. So their risk taking becomes self-serving, and jeopardises the 

whole enterprise.  

Obviously we actually know nothing about the psychology of Peter. But we do know 

this fishing trip story tells of the fruitlessness of thinking we can go it alone. So we 

have Jesus reminding Peter of the fundamentals. Fishing is about loving. Those who 

love me do what I say, and my Father loves them and I love them. In effect, when 

Jesus in this story asks Peter if he loves him, he is actually assuring Peter of God’s 

unfailing gracious love. And that is the only foundation on which fruitful risk taking 

can be based. It is the only foundation on which salvation is based. Follow me, says 

the risen Jesus, and you can be assured beyond all doubt that God loves you and will 

make your following fruitful for God in God’s world. 

Next on stage is Saul. Saul makes risk management look like a vocation. He’s got his 

plan. He’s thought it all through. He’s organised letters of authority from the powers 

that be. He’s ready to go. He’s on a mission. A mission for God. In fact he’s on a risk 

management mission for God. He’s off to do everything in his power to protect God 

from these Jesus followers with their crazy claims about a crucified risen messiah. 

How dare they insult God by getting their theology all wrong, deviating from time 

honoured doctrine and tradition? How dare they encourage the rank and file members 



to think they can do theology without a proper education? How dare they upset God’s 

applecart? Saul is passionate, just as passionate as Peter, maybe even more. But his 

passion is marshalled into a careful plan. To an outsider it might look like a control 

freak on rampage. But Saul knows exactly what he is doing. He is saving God. And 

won’t God be grateful. Saul can count on being remembered for all time as a servant 

of God who earned the commendation medal to beat all commendation medals. Not 

that that would actually prove God loved him, but at least he would be known as 

being on God’s side. 

So we have Jesus knocking Saul off his feet. Letting him know that he doesn’t see at 

all. All his bible study has blinded him to the simple truth about God. The light of the 

crucified risen Jesus turns all his carefully learned correct faith into darkness. All the 

plans to make God love him are reduced to blind bumbling. The great leader is led 

childlike by the hand. And he is left three days to mull over this ridiculous experience. 

No food. No-one to nurture his understanding. No sleep. No-one to comfort him in his 

bewilderment. Three days to realise he wasn’t quite as much in control as he thought. 

Three days to discover that a god that needed his protection was not a god worth 

worshipping at all. Three days to consider how a future with God calling the shots 

might be. Three days to ask himself whether God’s love was bigger than he thought. 

Three days to realise that God could go about God’s business without him, if need be. 

Three days to realise God’s mission is by invitation only. Just as well he hadn’t yet 

heard about the suffering part. 

Then there is Ananias. Never mentioned before. Never mentioned again. Not a person 

who needed a big stage to attract God’s attention. Not a person who needed to 

persuade God to love him. Just a person following the way of Jesus in his own quietly 

confident way. He’s heard all the goss about this guy Saul. And he finds himself 

getting the idea that God wants him to go and pray with him, help him begin to 

understand, to regain his sight, to find again the God he had known and loved, then 

lost sight of in his enthusiasm for his project. And Ananias doubts his instinct, his first 

compassion and compulsion to help. He does the appropriate risk assessments, 

thinking through the dangers, weighing his fear against his faith, wondering if he just 

imagined God was calling him. How do you discern such things? But he goes. He 

trusts his compassion. He trusts his understanding of how God works. Without fuss or 

fanfare he trusts God and is guided by the Holy Spirit to enter the house and find the 

words and actions required to enable Saul to understand and embrace his encounter. 

For Ananias it is all about being the person God called him to be, daring to do what is 

laid on his heart because of the confident hope that the love of God has grown in him. 

He doesn’t need to grand stand. He doesn’t need to take control. God loves him. He 

loves God. What more is needed? 

So now, since this is a sermon after all, I want to ask you to reflect on how you 

respond to the crucified risen one. How do you go about living out the call to witness 

that is part and parcel of the Easter experience? Do you see glimpses of yourself in 

Peter, or Saul, or Ananias? When you find yourself in the presence of the living God, 

what form does your risk assessment take? When you reflect on what God might be 

asking of you, do you operate out of fear or love? Does your commitment to faith, and 

living out your faith, take its shape from a longing to make God love you, or a 

conviction that nothing in all creation – not even you – can separate you from the love 

of God in Jesus Christ?  



Today, I am here to bear witness to you, along with Peter, Saul and Ananias, that 

there is nothing you can do to make God love you. God loves you whether you like it 

or not. I recommend that you simply take that as read, and allow yourself to reap the 

benefits, to the glory of God. That’s what the gospel is all about. 

*** 


