
Epiphany 2 Mark the Evangelist 

19/1/2014 
 

Isaiah 49:1-9 

Psalm 40 

I Corinthians 1:33-43 

John 1:29-42 
 

Sermon preached by Rev Lauren Mosso 
 

 

Today's Gospel reading is about the call from Jesus to the first disciples, the message 

of the liberation from sin through his death and Resurrection, and the disciples' 

response to this call. 

Maybe it's because we have just returned from five weeks' holiday in my ancestral 

homeland, but today's Gospel reading reminds me of my high school youth group, 

which my friends and I attended every week.  The youth group activities included 

singing Christian folk songs - it was the '70's! - and some games and skits and lots of 

laughter.  This was followed by a short worship service, including a scripture reading 

that usually came from one of the Gospels, and a short sermon from our gifted leader.   

As I remember it, the main message was about Jesus, along the lines of:  'Who IS this 

guy?!'   

'Who IS this guy?' is a question that arises several times in this passage from John's 

Gospel. 

The first half of our story comes hot on the heels of John the Baptist being 

interrogated by 'priests and Levites from Jerusalem' (Jn 1:19) about his own identity.  

They kept asking him, 'Who are you?'  And John gave 'testimony', as if he were on 

trial, about the role he had in pointing the way to someone else who is much greater 

than he.   

Clearly the religious leaders were worried - what's going on here?  What's the 

meaning of this?  Not only who is this John the Baptist guy, but who's the other guy 

he is referring to?  In the telling of this story John the evangelist was concerned that 

there be no confusion about the difference between John the Baptist and Jesus because 

this was still a 'live issue' that needed to be resolved within some parts of his 

community. (Sloyan p. 28) 

Here's where we come into the story, the next day, when John the Baptist sees Jesus 

coming towards him and identifies him:  'Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!' 

Who IS this guy indeed. 

This reading offers us 'Christology in a nutshell' - with the sense of Jesus being fully 

human, as the Lamb of God is a person who will experience life and death, and fully 

divine as Jesus is the Son of God - who has the power and the purpose to save the 

world. 

There is much discussion about the meaning of the phrase the 'Lamb of God' - which 

has connotations of both sacrifice and liberation.  It would have had obvious links to 

the Jewish festival of Passover, a celebration of the way God liberated God's chosen 

people from slavery in Egypt.  Passover also has an element of ritual sacrifice, as 

Passover lambs were killed in the Temple in the ancient world, and in John's Gospel 



Jesus dies on the same day when this happens.  (Wright, p. 11)  So the language is 

laden with meaning, as often happens in scripture.  And the death of Jesus is being 

foreshadowed without the people in the story - the disciples of John the Baptist who 

are about to become the first disciples of Jesus - even realising it. 

But what is even more important is this notion of taking away the sin of the world.  

Dorothy Lee defines 'the "sin of the world" which the "Lamb of God" takes away [as] 

the sin of unbelief.'  She states that 'Sin is to choose death over life, darkness over 

light, deceit over truth, slavery over freedom, self-delusion over self-knowledge, the 

"ruler of this world" over the Kyrios [or the Lord].' (Lee p. 189)  The saving work of 

Jesus Christ is redemptive, powerful, and world-changing.  And being called into the 

discipleship of Jesus - following him as our leader - means being called to participate 

in this redeeming work with our own lives. 

John the Baptist offers us his testimony - repeating that 'I myself did not know him' 

until he 'saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.' 

(Jn. 1:33-34) In this way John lets us in on the story of the baptism of Jesus, which we 

only witness through his telling of it.  John's testimony is that Jesus is the Son of God, 

and in this way we are reminded of the earlier part of John's Gospel, the 'prologue' - 

'in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.'  

There is no mistaking Jesus for John the Baptist here, any misconceptions about who 

is who are clearly laid to rest. 

In our story, the next day John the Baptist introduces two of his disciples to Jesus 

saying 'Look, here is the Lamb of God!'  Their response is to follow Jesus, and the 

story begins to become more personal.  Jesus interacts with them, asking them 'What 

are you looking for?'  They don't actually ever say what they are looking for - but in 

calling Jesus 'Rabbi' or 'teacher' it is clear that they are very interested in hearing him 

and learning from him.    

Jesus invites them to 'come and see', and when the two disciples go see where Jesus 

was staying, they 'abide' with Jesus for the rest of the day.  (Lee p. 89)   In the 

beginning of John's Gospel we hear that Jesus came into the world to live among us, 

or to 'pitch his tent with us'.  Here Jesus is offering hospitality, revealing God to us, 

and offering a new and much more accessible way to experience the love of God, 

reconciliation with God, and peace. 

In the course of being with Jesus they come to understand that he is the Messiah, and 

one goes to find his brother.  Interestingly they say 'we have found the Messiah' - 

although it is clear that Jesus found them, as he asked them 'what are you looking for?'   

(Moloney p. 60, Wright p. 14)  This is the same question that Jesus asks Mary 

Magdalene when she finds him in the garden at the empty tomb.  (Harper Collins 

Study Bible note)  While there is an element of being known by Jesus, particularly as 

Simon comes into the story and is identified as a future leader, it is clear that these 

first disciples do not realise exactly what kind of Messiah they have found, and what 

kind of discipleship they are being called into. 

And so the challenge of this Gospel story is laid out for us - we have found the 

Messiah - or he has found us - and we are called to share the story of redemption and 

liberation - the story of God's love - with the world. 

How will we find the words to express what we have seen and heard, and to testify to 

what we know to be the truth?  How will we offer the leadership that we are called to 

as followers of Jesus? 



Let us pray. 

'Perfect light of revelation, 

as you shone in the life of Jesus, 

whose epiphany we celebrate, 

so shine in us and through us, 

that we may become beacons of truth and compassion, 

enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. 

Amen.' 
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